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La Tour, the chief town of the Waldenses, 
is about three hours and a half from Turin, 
nestled among the valleys of the Caltian Alps. 
We set out thither on Saturday, having pre- 
viously had that in view, in order to pass the 
~~ Sabbath there. The absence, as we supposed, 

of the Rev. Dr. Revel at Florence, on business 

relative to the removal of the Theological 

Seminary, was @ serious deduction from the 

anticipated gratification of our visit; but we 

had been so favoured almost every where else, 
that we felt it would be particularly unbe- 
eoming to repine at our disappointment; so 
we made up our minds to see La Tour, the 
historic valleys, and the Waldenses—but not 

Dr. Revel. ) 

We took our seats in the railway cars at 
Turin shortly after mid-day, and in an hour 
and a half reached Pinerolo, a market-town, 
and the terminus of the railway. This hap- 
pened to be market-day, and the locality spe- 
cially assigned to that purpose was in @ very 
lively state, from the number of people, many 
of them the rustic peasantry from the neigh- 
bourhood, and from the clatter of voices in the 
process of driving sharp bargains. This little 
town was formerly one of the chosen seats of 
bigotry and superstition, and delighted itself 
in persecuting their poor neighbours of the 
valleys as far as in them lay. The same spirit 

is evidently now in their hearts, but thanks 

to Victor Emmanuel and Count Cavour—but 

- thanks especially to the providence of God— 

they are now comparatively impotent. A 

hand stronger than theirs has interposed, say- 

ing to their bigotry and malice, ‘‘ Thus far 
shalt thou go, and no farther.” Of course, the 
chained tiger still growls, and reminds one of 
what she would do were she only loose again. 

But these mutterings do perbaps quite as 

much good as harm. For instance, when the 

Protestant church recently built, was about to 

be dedicated, the priests, of course, as good 

shepherds, sounded the alarm, to put their 

_ flocks on their guard. That odious Protestant 

conventicle was every thing that was vile, 

heretical, soul destroying, under the wrath and 

curse of Mother Church, and no good Catholic 
must set his foot inside of its doors, on pain of 
eternal anathemas. But the provoking Catho- 
lics heard so much on the subject, and withal 
had so much human nature in them, that the 
more they were warned, the more their curi- 
Osity was increased to see what this terrible 
monster could be. So, notwithstanding the 
ghostly protestations and threatened maledic- 
tions, they did go, many of them, to the Pro- 
testant chapel, and thought after all that it 
was not such a monster; and some of them 
even liked it so well that they have been going 
ever since. Even bigoted Romish priests, 
therefore, are helping on the good work. 

The Waldensian church here, I am pleased 
to say, is almost entirely the product of Ameri- 
can benevolence, ite.cost having been pretty 
much paid by money remitted to them, not 
only from our own land, but from our own 
Church. It is an interesting fect, that on the 
day of its opening, this church, built by Ameri- 
can liberality, was the scene of the ordination 
of a young minister, a graduate of the Semi- 
nary at La Tour, itself also supported in great 
part by American contributions. It is pleas- 
ing to see that the friends of Christ in our 
country appreciate the high privilege of being 
able to help this humble, but noble and de- 
voted people, who, for so long, have borne the 
brunt and oppression of persecution. . 

From Pinerolo to La Tour there is an omni- 
bus, but as it would not set off for two hours, 
we preferred a more expeditious conveyance, 
and consequently chartered something bearing 
the generic name “voiture,” which, when we 
came to look at it, turned out to be a buggy— 
very dilapidated and very dirty. The road, 
most of the way, was level, and enclosed with 
trees. On the present afternoon it was enli- 
vened by numerous carts, of antiquated and 
as clumsy as possible appearance, both cart 
and harness, and with peasants returning home 
from the market. Some of these, I suppose, 
had a little money in their pockets, the product 
of their marketing, and others were bearing 
back various parcele, domestic and agricultural 
utensils, and other useful and unpretending 
purchases, the fruits of their own meagre and 
humble gains. Most of them were shaded 
from the Italian eun by a wide-brimmed straw 
hat—the brim, in some cases, having so intense 
a downward tendency as to give the wearer the 
aspect of a man or woman who had suffered 
martyrdom by :ecapitation, and whose head- 

less body was walking about with an old 
straw hat on, to conceal the havoc made by 
the guillotine. Most of these peasants, how- 
ever, were Roman Catholics, and they are not 
the class who have furnished martyrs in this 
harvest field for such fruits, but rather the 
class who have made them. 

As we approached the valleys, the scenery 
became more picturesque. Before us were the 
purple mountains enclosing the home of the 
Waldenses, whilst farther off rose the snow- 
clad Caltian Alps, belted with gray clouds; 
and above all towered the silver peak of Monte 
Viso. Crosses and shrines along the road-side 
remind you that you are still among the devo- 
tees of Rome.. 

The first Protestant church after leaving 
Pinerolo, is at the little hamlet St. Giovanni. 
It was built during the time of the first Na- 
poleon, who, amongst other praise-worthy acts 
of his momentous life, released, for a time, 
the Waldenses from their long imprisonment. 
But the Protestant chapel, unhappily, was not 
very far from the Romish church, though sepa- 
rated by a little stream, and on the restoration 
of the house of Sardinia, these pious Romanists 
complained that Protestant singing disturbed 
their devotions; and accordingly the Waldenses 
were compelled to build an immensely high 
fence immediately in front of their church- 
door. But time and better days have taken 
down this barricade, and the Protestant con- 
gregation may sing their songs of Zion unmo- 
lested. 

After a gradual ascent from St. Giovanni, 
we svon reached La Tour, the point of our 
destination. One of the beautiful traits of 
Waldensian character is their simple, unso- 
phisticated kindness, and we had at once an 
illustration of this. Our dirty old rattle-trap 
’ of a buggy had no sooner driven through the 
Porte-cochere of the inn “ L’Ours,” than the 
landlady and her serving-woman were along- 
side, with kindness in their looks, and kind 
words of interest for our welfare, and such a 
welcome as if we were old friends. “La 
dame,” especially, seemed at once to enlist 
their interest, respect, and almost affections. — 

A weary traveller, no matter what the hie- 
toric memories of his resting-place, must first 
invigorate exhausted nature with the very 
common-place affair of something to eat. But 
even in the dining-room our thoughts were. 
' not entirely occupied with answering the de- 
' mands of hunger. On those otherwise bare 
- walle hung two lithographic prints, one the 
new Vaudois Church, the other that long, 
pteadfast friend and eminent benefactor, Gen- 
- eral Beekwith, of whom more will be said 
presently. With that house of God and tha 


| man of God before us, we could not but feel 


we were in good company. 

As evening approached, and the lengthen- 
ing mountain shadows were falling over the 
valleys, I strolled out alone through the long, 
narrow street of the village, and, after walk- 
ing a while along the road, sat down on a 
broken stone fence to admire the picturesque 
scenery, and to muse on the thrilling and 
heart-rending events which these hills and 
valleys bad once witnessed, and which had 
made the name “ Waldenses” a household 
word through all time since, and over all the 
Christian world. In my childhood I had read 
their story with absorbing interest, and had 
almost ever since cherished a desire to visit 
these scenes consecrated by the triumphs and 
sufferings of God’s persecuted saints; this de- 
sire was, through a kind Providence, now 
realized. 

I had not been long occupied with the 
musings engendered by such a spot, when a 
lady, mounted on a little donkey—the usual 
mode of conveyance here—came down the 
road, and in passing gave a genial smile and 
a grateful “Bon-jour”’ to the stranger. I 
afterwards found it was Mrs. Revel, who was 
returning from a friend’s funeral she had 
been attending, higher up in the valley, in 
the former parish of her husband. A few 
minutes later, a pedestrian approached from 
the same direction, who, from his white cra- 
vat, I took to be a minister. We exchanged 
salutations, and he stopped and extended his 
hand. “I presume you are a minister, sir,” 
said I, “and I am also one, and from Ame- 
rica. I once saw your Dr. Revel when he ad- 
dressed the Presbyterian General Assembly 
during his visit to my country, and regret 
that, as he is absent, I shall not see him 
here.” ‘Indeed,” replied the stranger, “ if 
you saw Dr. Revel, then you saw me; I am 
Dr. Revel.” This was an unexpected pleasure, 
truly; and the interest of this casual meet- 
ing, a8 you may be sure, was no little gp- 
hanced by his pointing out the various lo- 
calities connected with the ancient sorrows 
and sufferings of his people. 

Taking the scenery as seen from La Tour, 
it is hardly as wild and grand as I had an- 
ticipated. The valley here, though narrow, 
at best is more open than I had supposed, and 
the mountains not so precipitous or so high. 
Further on in the defiles, however, the wild, 
grand, and picturesque are fully developed. 
Just above where Dr. Revel is now tracing 
the footsteps of the martyrs, on the mountain 
range enclosing one side of the valley, is 
where the poor hunted sheep were vigorously 
and sharply pursued by the bloodhounds of 
Rome. But, providentially, the refugees knew 
the mountain fastnesses better than their per- 
secutors, and succeeded in escaping. But this 
security was only temporary, for on the opposite 
side of the valley, and just facing our present 
stand-point, rises the bold Castelluzzo crag, 
which, while time shall last, must be memorable 
in the records of heroic suffering and martyr- 
dom. In yonder cave on the mountain-side the 
hunted sheep took refuge, and in its dungeon 
darkness sang praises and poured out prayers 
to their Redeemer. But their footsteps were 
tracked, they were dragged from their con- 
cealment, and from that Castelluzzo rock were 
hurled into the abyss beneath; not, however, 
until after cruelties and atrocities were inflict- 
ed on not only men, but women and little chil- 
dren, perhaps unrivalled even in the darkest 
horrors of the Inquisition. Romish malignity 
has been fruitful in devising cruelty elsewhere; 
but here it seems to have taken on itself a 
diabolical ingenuity. Leger, the historian of 
those times of terror, says the details can 
never be known to the world, inasmuch as the 
very attempt to narrate them would shock all 
decency. To the last great Judgment Day it 
must be left to disclose the picture in the 
amplitude and minuteness of its stupendous 
horrors. It was in regard to the scenes 
enacted here that well-known and majestic 
chant was written — 


« Avenge, O Lord, thy slaughtered saints whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold! 
Even them who kept thy truth so pure of old, 
Whenallour fathers worshipped stocks and stones, 
Forget not: in thy book record their groans 
Who were thy sheep, and intheir ancient fold 
Slain bythe bloody Piedmontese, that roll’d 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 
To heaven. Their martyr’d blood and ashes sow 
O’er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 
The triple tyrant; that from these may grow 
A hundred fold, who, having learned thy way, 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe.” 


Brethren, in this blessed year of grace, after 
the lapse of centuries, the great poet’s prayer 
is being answered. The martyr-seed was 
sown, and is now springing up fora glorious 
harvest ‘“‘o’er all the Italian fields.” Milton 
was the fast friend of the poor Vaudois. It 
was at his suggestion that Cromwell inter- 
posed in their behalf, and that he subsequent- 
ly made an appropriation in their behalf, 
which, to ths honour of the British nation, is 
continued to the present day. 

The history of those eventful days is too 
well known to require more than a passing no- 
tice. The steadfastness of this humble people, 
immovable as their own eternal rocks, is one 
of the sublimest examples of heroism the world 
has ever seen or ever will see. In was in the 
month of January, 1655, that they received 
the infamous order of Gastaldo, requiring 
them either to renounce their faith, or de- 
part within three days, under penalty of 
confiscation of their little all, and death. 
The black thunder-cloud was already over 
them about to burst in its fury, but strong 
in the Lord and the power of his might, they 
quailed not. Laeger says that his own congre- 
gation consisted of two thousand, and that not 


ing home and property, or even life itself. 
Though it was midwinter, they made ready to 
depart, going, like Abraham,-they knew not 
where. Asa last resort, however, and a for- 
lorn hope it was, they sent an embassy to the 
court at Turin, remonstrating and petitioning. 
The wretched, treacherous Duke of Pianezza 
replied that he would give them an answer on. 
the 17th of April ensuing; and he fulfilled his 
promise with a vengeance. The answer came 
in the shape of an army of fifteen thousand, 
every man of whom was a fiend in human 
form, breathing slaughter and vengeance. 
The lowering storm burst at last with pitiless 
fury, and soon hills and valleys echoed with 
the wails of woe. 
the banquet hall of hell; but Casteluzzo then 
became, as well, the gate of glory. 

The Sabbath morning of our stay at La Tour 
was as bright and beautiful as ever smiled on 
these mountains and valleys. The church 
bells rang out sweet and clear on the quiet air, 
the sky was cloudless, the mountain sides ar- 
rayed in rich verdure, and even Casteluzzo 
stood as calm and serene as if his castle-crags 
had never echoed with martyrs’ groans, nor 
been drenched with martyr blood. The vil- 
lagers, in their humble but clean Sabbath 
garb, and the peasantry from little mountain 


The original church building, whose early his- 
tory can scarcely be traced, still stands almost 
under the shadow of Casteluzzo, but the con- 
venience of the worshippers required one near- 
er the village, and the present church is of 
recent date. It is of Gothic architecture, very 
neat and well arranged, and was built chiefly 
if not entirely by the contributions of British 
Christians. The congregation on this occa- 
sion nearly filled it. Their appearance is that 
of & very poor people, their faces embrowned 
with the labour of the fields, and their clothes 
chiefly of something resembling American 
“‘home-spun.” The women, with few excep- 


one of them accepted the alternative of retain-— 


Casteluzzo then became . 


chalets, wended their way to the house of God 


a cap, with a wide, neatly fluted border, and 
scrupulously clean. As. they entered each 
stood for a while with the face covered and 
the head bowed in silent prayer. ‘The elders 
were seated on a semi-circular bench around 
the pulpit alcove, and fronting the congrega- 
tion. The psalmody was from a book contain- 
ing music as well as words, and almost all ap- 
peared to take part in the singing. In prayer 
the congregation, as far as I noticed, without 
exception stood —Waldensian Protestantism 
having a more strengthening effect on the spine 
and lower limbs in these valleys of Piedmont 
than in America. A young man, from a desk 
in front of the pulpit, read the Scriptures, and 
the other services were as in Presbyterian 
churches elsewhere. The Rev. Mr. Malan, 
the pastor and Moderator of the Synod, 
preached a plain, practical, excellent, evan- 
gelical sermon io French, on Christ an exam- 
ple to his people in temptation and trial. 

Allow me here to say, as bearing on the 
question of Church order and government, that 
the Waldenses claim to have been, both in their 
mode of worship and church organization, from 
the beginning what they are now. They never 
succumbed to the yoke of Popery, and conse- 
quently do not call themselves Protestants, 
because they had nothing of antiquated Papal 
abuses to throw off. Hence their principles 
and practices assume a peculiar importance as 
@ practical testimony in favour of the Presby- 
terian system. They are Presbyterians, and 
have been so time immemorial. Presbyte- 
rians, therefore, may take comfort in the fact 
that the most ancient body of Christians ex- 
tant are, both as to Church government and 
the mode of worship, one with themselves. 

I have mentioned that the preaching of the 
pastor was in the French language. This fact 
imports more than the reader may think. 
Though this is a part of Italy, this poor perse- 
cuted people were compelled by their oppres- 
sors to worship God in the use of a foreign 
tongue, for fear they might make converts to 
their faithe Now, mark how marvellously 
God’s providence turns man’s wicked inten- 
tions to good account. When, at length, the 
door is open for carrying the gospel through a 
large portion of Italy, the Waldenses find that 
this French preaching and French speaking is 
a disadvantage to their theological students, 
who need to be at home in the Italian tongue; 
La Tour, consequently, is not a favourable 
position for the Theological Seminary. Some 
more favourable site must be sought, suited to 
the exigencies and promise of the times; and 
what better place can there be than Florence, 
one of the finest cities of Italy, and a point so 
central and commanding as to render it, of 
all others perhaps, the best for influence and 
accessibility. So the Waldensian Theological 
Seminary goes to Florence, and Romish bigotry 
and wickedness, as to the matter of the French 
tongne, has much to do with sending it there. 

The Theological Seminary and College have 
hitherto been conducted unitedly here. The 
building is a neat, stuccoed, two-storied edifice, 
commodiously arranged, with lecture-rooms, 
library, &. The students, I believe, lodge 
elsewhere. There were about sixty of these in 
attendance last session. The Seminary is sup- 
ported almost entirely by the Old-school Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, to their 
credit be it said. I am sure they could not 
make a better use of a portion of their money. 
In the present aspect of Italy, contributions to 
such an institution assume a far more than 
ordinary importance. Brethren, do not stint 
the Waldenses. 

As to this poor people doing much pecu- 
niarily for themselves, that is impossible. The 
great body of them are poorer, far, than the 
poorest peasantry most of the readers of these 
letters have seen. Their little land would not 
be called a farm with us, or probably not even 
a field—rather, to adopt a technical term in 
use in some portions of our country, a “ patch.” 
Their food is principally chestnuts and mush— 
part of their chestnut crop being exchanged 
for Indian corn. They raise some cattle on the 
mountains, and have heretofore depended in a 
good degree for making their little purchases 
on the small quantities of raw silk and country 
wine they were able to make. But for several 
years past the silk-worm and the vine have 
been visited by some singular disease, so that 
they have become even poorer than ever. In- 
deed, so entirely discouraged were some of 
them that they thought they must leave their 
loved valleys through sheer want of subsist- 
ence, and aceordingly a colony of about three 
hundred emigrated to South America. From 
what we learned, however, they are not very 
well satisfied in their new home. South 
America is not to them the Vaudois Valleys. 
The benevolence of their fellow Christians else- 
where has also provided La Tour with a Fe- 
male Seminary, an Orphan Asylum, and a 
Hospital—all quite handsome buildings; and 
as to their management, apparently every thing 
that could be desired. Mrs. Revel takes a spe- 
cial interest in the Orphan establishment, and 
to her efficient aid it is greatly indebted. The 
Waldensian pastors receive their very small 
means of support partly from the English fund 
begun by Cromwell, partly by voluntary con- 
tributions “from England, their own people 
adding what little their poverty will allow. 

In the summer season a portion of some of 
the congregatiuns—the young people particu- 
larly—are absent for two months in the moun- 
tains. As the warm weather advances the 
snows melt from the mountain tops, and a 
rich crop of grass takes the place of the late 
wintry covering. The young people then 
unite, and taking the cattle up to these fresh 
pastures remain there, living in a most primi- 
tive fashion, until the approach of autumn 
chills drives them down again. And the pas- 
tors do not forget the absent sheep and lambs 
of their flock. They also climb the mountain 
heights, visit, instruct, and pray with tbe dif- 
ferent groups, and gather, as far as possible, 
all together for united public worsbip. I can 
well believe what has been told us, that no- 
thing can be more impressive than these con- 
gregations, with the mountain-top for a place 
of worship and the heavens for a covering —the 
lofty solitudes echoing back their songs of 
praise. 

To speak of the Waldenses, and make no 
special mention of General Beckwith, would 
be a serious offence against justice and pro- 
priety. He has been to them more than any 
other man—I might say more than any dozen 
other men—their greatest benefactor. He is 
an officer in the British army, and fought at 
Waterloo, where he lost a leg. As long ago 
as 1816 he visited these Valleys, and becoming 
deeply interested in these poor people, resolved 
to live among them. For many years he con- 
tinued to be a resident of La Tour, but his 
health at length suffering from the climate, 
he was compelled to move away. But his 
footprints are deeply marked through all these 
Valleys. He was a father to the poor Vau- 
doise. Indeed, their Romish neighbours have 
taunted them because of their almost adoring 
him. ‘ Ah!” say they, “ you will not worship 
the Virgin, but you make no scruple of wor- 
shipping Genoral Beckwith.” This beneficent 
friend contributed largely towards the new 
church, he erected ten or twelve school-houses 
at his own expense; in their every want, tem- 
poral and spiritual, he shared his purse with 
them, and it has been through his instrumen- 
tality chiefly that the currents of benevolence 
have been opened in England, which have 
ministered so materially to their success and 
progress for years past. On one of the school- 
houses, that of Angrogna, is inscribed, ‘‘Who- 
soever passes this way, let him bless the name 
of Colonel Beckwith.” 

It is due to this hamble people to say that 
the standard of morality among them is very 


tions, were without bonnets, and wore simply | 


high. Intemperance and licentiousness are 


almost unknown, and crimes requiring punish- 
ment by the magistrate are rare. 

But, gentle reader, do not suppose for a 
moment that Rome permits this little flock to 
remain unmolested even in their secluded val- 
leys. Her emissaries have left no stone un- 
turned to “‘convert” them. A few years since 
they built, at a heavy cost, a large and elegant 
church here, and ever since, by smiles and 
frowns, have endeavoured to bring over the Wal- 
denses; but I am happy to say that up to this 
time they have not been able to make a single 
“‘convert’—no, not even one. Protestant 
metal,-which has been passed through so 
many and such fierce fires, vannot by any pos- 
sibility now be moulded into the shape of a 
Papist. 

As to Dr. and Mrs. Revel, we shall never 
forget their kindness to us. We esteem it one 


| of the sweetest privileges with which we have 
been favoured in our foreign wanderings, that | 


we were permitted to join them too in their 
family worship, bowing with them on a charm- 
ing Sabbath evening, before that God who for 
so long a time and through such trials has 
kept their people so eminently in the hollow 
of his hand. Mrs. Revel visited America with 
her honoured husband, and both of them re- 
call with pleasure the many interesting scenes 
and Christian friends they met with in our 
country. 

Speaking of the Romanists, the Sabbath we 
spent at La Tour was a saint’s day, and in the 
afternoon there was one of their processions 
through the streets. The priests were arrayed 
in all the plenitude of Romish mantua-makery, 
the host was borne under a pavilion, followed 
by.a long train of men and women, each can- 
dle in hand, though it was broad sunlight, 
and all chanting a doleful dirge. I was ‘stand- 
ing by Dr. Revel in a balcony, looking down 
upon them as they passed. The priests knew 
the doctor, and as they came near, added an 
extra touch to the chant for his benefit, singing 
just then in what musicians term ‘fortissimo.” 
Until the recent dawn of liberty, every body, 
Protestant or Papist, was compelled to un- 
cover, under penalty of a fine, and perhaps 
imprisonment, whenever the host was borne 
past them in the streets. This ordinance has 
now been repealed, but through the force of 
long habit even the Protestants still take off 
their hats. 

On the day we were to leave La Tour a time- 
honoured observance was to take place, which 
we very much regretted we could not partici- 
pate in. The students of the College, with 
their professors, were to make an excursion to 
the top of one of the neighbouring mountains, 
where they were to celebrate events memora- 
ble in Waldensian history, and according to 
the usages of their ancestors. Dr. and Mrs. 
Revel urged us to stay and go along, and it 
was a great self-denial to us to lose so rare a 
privilege, but other arrangements required us 
to forego the gratification. Early Monday 
morning, as we were preparing to leave, the 
party was already gathering in the streets for 
.the excursion; but we were compelled to bid 
them adieu, and thus to terminate our inter- 
esting and ever-to-be-remembered visit to the 
Waldenses. 

In our next we may take a look at Milan, 
and possibly reach Venice. L. 


For the Presbyterian. | 


THE GOSPEL AMONG SAILORS. 


The Mariners’ church, under the direc- 
tion of the New York Port Society, has 
lately attracted an unusual amount of inter- 
est to itself, on account of the work of the 
Holy Spirit progressing there among the 
men of the sea. 

Quietly, but unceasingly, the friends of 
the sailor have laboured on the corner of 
Madison and Catharine streets, New York, 
until the interest has so much increased 
that the church is now filled, especially so 
in the evening, with a most attentive and 
appreciating audience, composed for the 
most part of the men of the sea, many of 
whom of late have been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ. 
In the month of November, 15 were added. 
In December 16, and on the first Sabbath 
of January 18. Of this number 33 are sea- 
men, representing some ten different na- 
tions. The morning prayer-meeting held 
daily from nine to ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon—now in operation more than four 
months—numbers often over 50 persons, 
more than two-thirds of whom are seamen. 
The work of grace has commenced also 
among the children of the Sabbath-school, 
now numbering 230 scholars, some of 
whom have become convinced of sin; and 
of their own accord, and in their own names, 
requested the prayers of God’s people in 
their behalf. Three little scholars, under 
twelve years of age, have handed to the 
pastor requests for prayer. One of these, 
written in her own hand, runs thus :—‘ Mr. 
Jones i wish for you to ask Christ to for- 
give me all my sins. i wand to become a 
Christian and please ask every body to pray 
for me to and i will pray for myself to be- 
come a Christian QO I will trast in Christ 
when I heard about that little boy (refer- 
ring toa recent convert) I felt that Christ 
was in my heart and I want to become a 
Christian, from Georgianna J.” 

One of the scholars, a boy, went of his 
own accord to Fulton street prayer-meeting, 
and made a similar request. He has al- 


ready found the Saviour precious to his 


soul. 

Some incidents of the Sailors’ Morning 
Prayer-meeting have been forwarded us by 
the pastor, Rev. Charles J. Jones, and are 
given below. | 


THAT BLESSED VERSE! 


A sailor, whose countenance betokened 
many a hard fight and severe conflict while 
under the influence of rum, rose in the 
prayer-meeting, and after asking Christians 
to pray for him, said:—‘‘It is three years 
since [ have been in New York before, and 
then, instead of coming to the house of 
prayer, I went to the grog-shop and house 
of ill fame. I never cared for the house of 


a church. But now I love God, and I know 
he loves me for Jesus’ sake, and I find my 
comfort now among the people of God. I 
only came ashore on Friday morning. It 
is now Monday morning, and I have been 
in three prayer-meetings, and heard three 
sermons preached yesterday besides. O 
my friends pray for me! Iam a stranger 
to you all, but I love Jesus—I’m not a 
stranger to him. He found me in the hos- 
pital at Mobile. I hada shipmate there 
who loved Jesus, and he lent me the Chris- 
tian’s Daily Food, and I read it through. 
But this was not all; I read in it | 

‘Come ye sinners, poor and needy, 

Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 

Jesus ready stands to save you, 

Full of mercy, love, and power. 

He is able, 

He is willing, doubt no more.’ 


*‘Q that blessed verse! They were pre- 
cious words tome. I knew I was a sinner 
—the worst of sinners. I did come to him, 
and he was true to his word; and now I 
give up all to him. Pray for me that I 
may be useful in bringing souls to the foot 
of the cross.” 


CURSING WAS MY PRAYING. 


A German sailor, in very broken lan- 
guage, and almost choking with emotion, 
rose and said:—‘‘ Mine friends, I am 


| twenty years in sea; I was drinkin all de 


God, and scarcely ever entered the doors of | 


time; I never did go in church; I was in | 


| grog-shup and in bad places, and I care not 
for good things. But in about for two 
weeks ago I was stand in de door for my 
_ boarding house, and de gent’man, misioner, 
of dis church come to me and say, ‘ You 
want Bible?’ Isay, Noo. O, mine frens, 
I was half drunk in dat same time. He 
say, ‘You want tract? Whot contreman 
| you?” I say German. He give me von 
| Testament; I put in mine pocket; I go in 
house; I sleep. When I woke, I read. 
QO! I learn Iam sinner—great sinner! I 
‘ery too much. I want to pray. I do no 
| what Ido. I come to dis church; I come 
in prayer-meeting; I ask all man_ pray for 
me. I go minister’s house, I want see 
pastor Yones. Wen I go tree times to his 
door, I cannot goin. I go pray again; I 
read mine Bible, and I cry much; and 
Jesus he hear me. I am now so happy; I 
love Jesus; I no want drunk now; I want 
now to know Jesus more. Before I was 
bad man, and cursing was mine praying. 


Now, I will love God; I will love Jesus, 
because he die for me; he suffer for me; I 


love him because he love me first. 
pray for me, dat I can serve him good so 
long as [ live! I will now on board ship 
serve him so well as I can; and will tell 
oder mann’s how good dis Jesus he been 
to 


NOT ASHAMED OF JESUS. 


A few days ago a number of sailors, 
sailors’ landlords, and ‘shipping-office run- 
ners, were sitting in one of our shipping 
offices in South street, waiting for.some- 
thing-to turn up. The conversation en- 
gaged in, which was any thing but reli- 
gious, was suddenly interrupted by the en- 
trance of a tract-distributor. He proffered 
his little silent monitors to each one. The 
first who received one began to make sport 
of it, and to hold it up to ridicule to the 
rest. The countenance of the distributor 
fell; but was soon relieved of its cloud of 
care by the prompt and noble action of a 
rough-looking man, who had hitherto sat in 
silence, springing toward the man of God, 


‘and extending his hand, he said, in a kind 
and decisive tone of voice, ‘“‘ Here, let me 


have one if you please. I read tracts. 
They tell of Jesus. I love Jesus, and I 
am not afraid to stand up for him any 
where.” 

Strange glances were exchanged with 
each other by the crowd, as one after an- 
other rose and began to disperse. As 
they did so, one of them, holding the 
tract in his hand, looked toward the sai- 
lor who had so suddenly appeared as the 
representative of Christ, and said, ‘ That 
wouldn’t be much use to a fellow on a 
topsail yard in a gale of wind.” As 
he said this, he passed out of the door. 
The Christian sailor followed him, and 
touching him on the shoulder, said, ‘‘ You 
are right, shipmate; the tract would be of 
no service on a topsail yard. But it would 
be of great service to have Jesus in your 
heart there.” 
assent, and passed on. 

What gives this act significance, is the 
fact that a few days ago only, this defender 
of the truth in Jesus was just like the 
objector, ‘“‘having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” But two days since he 
found the Saviour precious to his soul in 


Mariners’ Church. Thus has he had an 
early opportunity of testing the strength 
of his purpose to live for and labour in the 
service of Christ. 


ALONE-—-YET NOT ALONE. 


Several seamen have, within a few weeks 
past, risen in our morning prayer-meeting 
and earnestly entreated that they might 
be followed with fervent prayer, that God 
would enable them to be useful and the 
means of saving souls. 

One said—Shipmates, I am going to 
sea this morning. The runners are wait- 
ing for me now. I am going to California 
in the ship Reporter, and I am going in the 
forecastle alone. Yet not alone, for Jesus 
will be with me. He has promised me, 
and I will trust in him. QO! pray that the 
little leaven may leaven the whole lump!” 

Another, a day or two after, said—‘‘O! 
my brothers in Christ, I love Jesus! But 
I could not say that two weeks ago. I found 
Jesus here. I never have taken him to 
sea. .I don’t know how it will go. But I 
am going in the forecastle of the Kitty 
Simpson to Antwerp, and I don’t know an- 
other one who loves Christ that is going in 
her. Still I mean to stand up for Jesus, 
with God’s help, though alone.”” At the 
close of the meeting a Danish sailor said to 
him, ‘‘Brother, you don’t go alone. I go 
with you. I found Jesus here. Now, I 
go to sea first time a Christian. Christ 
will go with us.” These will go out like 


the Holy City. | | 


For the Presbyterian. 


IN MEMORIAM. 


Died, October, 1860, in Bogota, South America, the 
Rev. S. M. Sharpe, aged twenty-six years, 

So He bringeth them to their desired haven.” 
Wild sweep the winds upon this mountain side, 
And tall pines bend beneath the blast to-night, 
But wilder sweep the surging waves of grief 
Within this heart. And bends as well the soul 
Beneath a tide it scarce dare stem, and yet 
Tis not for self I weep. Nor yet for him, 

The early dead! I know the Master’s time 

Is ever best. Though young in years, his soul 

Was ripe for glory. His work done nobly, 

Well attests that to him the Master’s call 

Came not unwelcome. As said the Saviour, 

« My Father’s will is meat and drink to me,” 

So he, the early lost, gave up his all. 

Of earthly ties for Christ, and fearless bore 

The banner of the cross to distant shores, 

If so he might but snatch from death and hell 

One sinking soul. Thus the angel found him 

About his Father’s business! The plaudit 

Given “O faithful one! Come rest 

With me, ere time cast his damp on thy brow, 

Lay down the cross and take the crown—come 
home!” 

And down where Death’s cold waters sweep along 

Their fearful tide, he led the Father’s child, 

To bring him to the haven! Weep for him? 

O no! so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

Bat weep for her, who, in her early youth, 

Must bear the rod. Far from home and friends, 

The young wife wipes the death-damp from his 
brow, 

And weeping, prays for grace and strength to give 

Him also up to Christ. We trust that He, 

The blessed Comforter, was near her then, 

And gave the burdened heart grace to quaff- 

The brimful cup of sorrow to the dregs, 

While still from out her to’n and bleeding heart 

The prayer arose, “As seemeth good to Thee!” 


Bat a wail comes up from that southern shore 
For the teacher's voice that shall come no more! 
A light is quenched in that sin-bound land, © 
And a cry comes up from that feeble band—_ 
«Who will come over and help us toreap _ 
The seed he has sown, and feed these poor sheep 
Ere they be lost on these mountains of sin— 
Temptations around them, darkness within!” 
Is there no one to hear this earnest cry? 
Must still that land in moral darkness lie? 
That feeble band the heat and burden bear; 
While none go forth their grief and toil to share! 
O Master send! Saviour! thine the power, 
Make bare thy mighty arm in this dark hour; 
That as their day is, so their strength may be, 
While they the praise and glory give to thee! 


O that we had spent but. one day in this 


world thoroughly well!—A Kempis. 


To this the objector nodded | 


the daily morning prayer-meeting of the f 


Christian and Faithful in company toward | 


| tion. 


For the Presbyterian. 


PRESBYTERY OF LUZERNE. 


The Presbytery of Luzerne met, according 
to adjournment, in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Scranton, Pennsylvania, on the 
22d ult., at half-past seven rn hing P. M., and 
was opened with asermon by the Rev. J. B. 
Adams, the last Moderator, from Rom. xiii. 11. | 
The Rev. T. P. Hunt was elected Moderator, | 
and the Rev. W. E. Holmes Temporary Clerk. 
Mr. Jacob Weidman, a licentiate of the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia was received under the 
care of this body. Thechurches not prepared — 
to present their Statistical Reports were di- 
rected to send them to the Stated Clerk, in- | 
cluding Statistics up to the time of the annual» 
meeting of Presbytery, fourth Tuesday of | 
| 
The Rev. H. Rinker, pastor of the church 
at Wyoming, asked leave to resign his charge 
of said church. Whereupon it was 

Resolved, When Presbytery adjourn, that | 
they do so to meet in the Presbyterian church ' 
at Wyoming on the 6th day of February, at 
eleven o’lock, A. M., and that the congrega- 


tion at Wyoming be cited to show cause, if 


they have any, why Presbytery should not 
accept of this resignation. 

The Committee appointed to organize a 
church at Hervey’s Lake, reported that they 
had performed that service, and on the fourth 
Sabbath of December organized a church with 
thirteen members. The Committee further 
report, that a liberal donation of a church 
edifice has been made to the infant congrega- 
tion by Messrs. George M. Hollenback and 
John Urquhart of Wilkesbarre. The house is 
neat, commodious, and well furnished. We 
feel that so noble a gift should not be un- 
noticed or unrecorded. This report was 
adopted. Whereupon the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, We learn from the Committee to 
organize a church at Hervey’s Lake, that 
Messrs. G. M. Hollenback and John Urquhart | 
of Wilkesbarre have erected and furnished a 
neat and commodivus house of worship, which, 
with the land for a parsonage and burying- 
ground, (at a cost of some two thousand dol- 
lars) they have generously given for the use 
of our newly organized church. Therefore, 

Resolved, That we do hereby signify our 
gratification and tender our cordial thanks to 
the donors, Messrs. Hollenback and Urqu- 
hart—with the expression of our sincere de- 
sire and prayer that this generous donation 
may be blessed to the spiritual benefit of the 
donors, and of those for whom it was especi- 
ally designed. 

The election for Commissioners to the next 
General Assembly resulted as follows:—The 
Rev. E. H. Snowden and the Rev. Thomas P. 
Hunt, principals; the Rev. John White and 
the Rev. J. B. Adams, alternates. Ruling 
elders, William Cunningham and Jonathan 
Simpson, principals; O. Callens and James 
Abbot, alternates. 

The Committee of Supplies made their re- 
port, which was adopted, and is as follows: 

Supplies for Hervey’s Lake.—January 27, 
Weidman; February 24, Welles; March 24, 
Adams; April 7, Dorrance; April 21, Snow- 
den; May 19, Parke; June 16, Lane. 

The Rev. J. Osmond was directed to sup- 
pty Bear Creek at his convenience. 

The Committee on the Schuylkill Mission 
reported the organization of a church at 
Hecksherville and New Mines on the 20th of 
January, with twenty-three members. 

The following persons were elected Trus- 
tees of the Female Institute at Wilkesbarre: 
Washington Lee, Jr., N. Rutter, John Urgqu- 
hart, and S. Hones. 

Messrs. Jacob Weidman and F. F. Kolb 
were ordained as Evangelists. The Rev. T. 
P. Hunt, Moderator of Presbytery, presided 
and proposed the constitutional questions ; 
the Rev. W. Thomson preached the sermon; 
the Rev. E. H. Snowden made the ordainin 
prayer; and the Rev. N.G. Parke deliver 
the charge to the Evangelists. 

The Commissioners to the General Assem- 
bly were instructed. to unite with the Com- 
missioners of the Presbyteries of Northum- 
berland and Susquehanna in asking the Gen- 
eral Assembly to form us into a new Synod, 
to be called the Synod of Northern Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The stated meeting in June will be held in 
White Haven, Pennsylvania. 

G. Parke, Stated Clerk. 


THE CULTURE OF SORROW. 


Nearly all sorrow, while it lasts, depresses 
action, destroys hope, and crushes energy; 
but it renders the sensitiveness more acute, 
the sympathies more genial, and the whole 
character less selfish and more considerate. 
It is said that in nature, but for the occa- 
sional seasons of drought, the best lands 
would soon degenerate; but these seasons 
cause the lands to suck up from the currents 
beneath, with the moisture, all those min- 
eral manures that restore and fertilize the 
soil above. It is thus with sickness and 
with sorrow; onee surmounted they fertilize 
the character and develope from the deep 
fountains of the human heart a joy and 
fruitfulness not otherwise attainable. 


THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN. 


No little curiosity has been excited in 
this country concerning the doctrines and 
polity of the Plymouth Brethren, with 
whom Mr. Guinness has recently connected 
himself. George Muller, the founder of the 
famous Orphan-houses in Bristol (England, ) 
is alsoa member of this body. A corres- 
pondent of the Sunday-school Times gives 
some account of them: | 

As [ have already stated, ‘‘ The Brethren” 
originated some thirty years since, and for 
the most part hold substantially the great 
and leading doctrines of the gospel; but as’ 
they have no written creed or confession, it 
is exceedingly difficult to find out exactly 
what they do hold. “Hach one is in every 
respect allowed to hold what he pleases, 
consistently with continued practical evi- 
dence that he is a real Christian, which in- 
cludes a belief in the leading doctrines of 
evangelical Christians. No one pretends 
in any thing to judge for another, or make 
his convictions obligatory any farther than 
he can, by more perfectly instructing the 
other, induce him to accept them. I have 
obtained a few pamphlets which treat of 
some points of their belief, and have called 
on two or three of theirleading men. But 
neither these tracts, nor the personal expla- 
nation of these parties, give very precise 
views of the matters of which they treat. 
As far as I can understand, they hold the 
total depravity of man, the necessity of re- 
generation by the Holy Spirit, the atone- 
ment by the sufferings and death of Christ. 

The views of ‘‘The Brethren” in regard 
to the ministry are peculiar. They do not 
believe in any designation or ordination to 
the office of the ministry, but regard all the 
Lord’s people as “priests,” as far as they 
possess ability. They insist that there are 
diversities of gifts, not often uniting in the 
same person. As the Apostle said, ‘ He 
gave some evangelists and some pastors and 
teachers.” Some have one talent, some 
two, some five, and all are to use these 
talents publicly, if they are found able to 
edify the Brethren. That to them is the 
indication that God has called them to the 
work of the ministry in some of its forms, 
and ipso facto they feel themselves author- 
ized to preach and administer all the ordi- 
nances without any human call or ordina- 
Hence William Carter, the converted 
chimney-sweep of London, baptizes as well 
as preaches, and Lord Congleton, a layman, 
baptized Mr. Guinness. As a body they 
hold to adult believers’ baptism only, but if 
one comes to them who was baptized in in-’ 
fancy, while they receive him, they gene- 
rally manage to convince him very soon of | 
the importance of being rebaptized. Hence 
I presume the rebaptism of Mr. Guinness. 


Their views of what is called worship are 
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also peculiar. This consists, they say, not 
in preaching or praying — petitioning — 
though these exercises may lead to worship, 
but simply in adoration, praise, and thanks- 
giving to God for what he is in himself, 
and what he is for those who render it. 
Hence worship can only be rendered by 
true Christians, in the breaking of bread 
and in the praise and thanksgiving which 
they render. 

Their services, therefore, for believers 
and for unconverted people, are entirely 
distinct. They hold the obligation of the 
church to come together the first day of the 
week, to break bread; hence they observe 
the Lord’s supper every Sabbath morning, 
and believers alone are expected to come 
together then. And [ believe they never 
preach in the morning, but simply exhort, 
two, or at the most three of them, as the 
Apostle says, but to partake of this ordinance; 
and they regard as anti-scriptural the prac- 
tice of all other Christians on this subject. 
In the afternoon or evening of the Sabbath 
they preach to sinners. 


THE REFORMATION IN BOHEMIA. 


Numerous conversions to Protestantism 
are reported from various places in Bohe- 
mia. This statement, though denied by 
Roman Catholic papers, is sustained by a 
Bohemian pastor, Mr. Molnar, in a letter 
dated September 19th, addressed to the 
Evangelisches Wockenblatt, of Pesth, in 
which he says: 

‘‘In the neighbouring Catholic village of 
Spalow, up to September 8th, sixty men and 
women, all landed proprietors, have legally 
declared their design to join the Lutheran 
Church. On September 9th I received 
nineteen men, among whom were two of 
very high age, into the Lutheran church at 
Krischlitz, and on September 30th I shall 
again receive a number of men and women, 
in the chapel at Liebstadt. All the inhabi- 
tants of the village of Spalow who are above 
eighteen years old, have declared their in- 
tention to join the Evangelical Church. A 
similar movement shows itself in the neigh- 
bouring congregations of Bytanchov, Bos- 
kov, Kamenik, and others.” 


TRUST IN JESUS. 


- BY REV, E. H. NEVIN. 
Happy, Saviour, would I be, 
If I could but trust in thee; 
Trust thy wisdom me to guide, 
Trust thy goodness to provide; 
Trust thy saving love and power, 
Trust thee every day and hour; 
Trust thee as the only light 
In the darkest hour of night; 
Trust in sickness, trust in health, 
Trust in poverty and wealth; 
Trust in joy, and trust in griof, 
Trast thy promise for relief ; 
Trust thy blood to cleanse my soul, 
Trust thy grace to make me whole; 
Trust thee living, dying too, 
Trust thee all my journey through; 
Trust thee till my feet shall be 
Planted on the crystal sea; ~ 
Trust thee, ever-blessed Lamb, 
Till I wear the victor’s palm; 
Trust thee till my soul shall be 
Wholly swallowed up in thee. 


THE DREAM OF PILATE’S WIFE. 


Have nothing to do with that just man, 
for I have suffered many things this day in 
a dream because of him. Matt. xxvii. 19. 

By this eircumstance we know that. the 
fame of our Lord had reached the family of 
Pilate. How Pilate’s wife was informed of 
the business he was engaged about, we do 
not know, but she must have obtained the 
information that morning; because the Lord 
had been arrested late in the evening before, 
and was brought to Pilate at an early hour, 
and probably before she arose from her bed. 
It is not probable she had seen her husband 
since the commencement of the business, or 
she would have personally told him her im- 
pressions and her fears. Evidently she was 
deeply impressed with the urgency of the 
case, or she would not have resolved upon a 
measure so unusual. Unless this disquie- 
tude of her mind had been deep, it is not 
probable that she would have had the cour- 
age to interfere in this public way. Some 


ancient authors have ascribed her dream to 


Satanic influence. Other authors have as- 
cribed it to a Divine influence, the design 
being, as they suppose, to cast an additional 
restraint upon Pilate, as well as to attest 
publicly in this way the sanctity of our 
Lord’s character as a man. Upon these 
opposite suppositions, we may remark the 
latter is the most probable. It would be 
easy to prove that the mystery of our Lord’s 
person was at that time hidden from Satan 
and evil spirits, although they felt his power 
in a manner they could not resist. 

We have no reason to think that Satan 
ventured to approach his person, or directly 
to molest him, from the time he departed 
from him after his temptation in the wilder- 
ness, (Luke iv. 13), until he entered into 
Judas the evening of the betrayal. At that 
time Satan was formally absolved from the 
restraint our Lord had exercised over him, 
and speedily destroyed his own power by 
accomplishing the death of the Lord Jesus. 
Heb. ii. 14. Had Satan been aware of this 
consequence of the death he was intent 
upon accomplishing, we may be sure, on 
the ground of our Lord’s reasoning in Matt. 
xii. 24-26, he would not have instigated 
Judas, the priests, the Jews, and Pilate to 
pursue the work of his destruction, and we 
have also for this opinion the authority of 
the Apostle Paul, 1 Cor. ii.8. The fact is, 
our Lord’s divine nature was hidden from 
devils, as well as men, and with it the mys- 
tery of redemption through his death. His 
resurrection from the dead, and his ascen- 
sion to glory and power, revealed this mys- 
tery to Satan, but not to the masses of man- 
kind, who are still deceived and led captive 
by Satan at his will. Those only of man- 
kind who are taught by the Spirit of God, 
really comprehend this mystery even now. 
But a time is coming when it will be openly 
revealed to all men, and shall be universally 
acknowledged by all in the earth, and all 
under the earth, as well as in heaven. 
Philip. ii. 9-11. Those who have entertained 
the first of these opinions suppose that Satan 
began to perceive the true character of the 
Lord, and the consequences of his death, 
and therefore adopted this means to prevent 
it, as if he had repented or changed his 
purpose. But it is more reasonable to sup- 
pose that Satan, as well as Pilate and the 
Jews, regarded him merely as man, or as @ 
mere creature, not as Jehovah incarnate. 
As to the other supposition, we know that 
in ancient times God imparted knowledge 
by means of dreams—as the examples of 
Pharaoh, of Nebuchadnezzar, and of Jo- 
seph, the husband of Mary, attest. 

Whether the dream of Pilate’s wife was 
divinely inspired, we are not informed. If 
God did not produce it, he permitted it, and 
the Evangelist thought it worthy of being 


recorded. Some suppose that the. whole 


scene through which Pilate had passed ap- 
peared to her in a vision, and that thus she 


was apprized of the transaction in which her | 


husband was engaged. In this way they 


| account for the haste and urgency of the 


message. 


warns men who are bent on wicked courses, 
in an extraordinary way. Of this Balaam 
is an example, and it is not incredible that 
God should in this way convey an intima- 
tion of the guilt he was incurring to Pilate. 
One thing is remarkable—that while every 
Jew, so far as we know, was either an ene- 
my of the Lord, or silent, Pilate and his 
wife were the only persons who publicly 
proclaimed his innocence—a sign, if we 
may interpret it by the event, that the 
ry of the true religion was departing 
from Israel for a time to rest upon the Gen- 
tiles.—Jones’s Notes on Scripture. 


PIOUS GAMBLERS. 


The following, from Mr. Edmond About’s 
brilliant book, entitled Contempora 
Rome,’’ illustrates one of the phases of life 
in that city of the Papacy: _- 

“While sitting in an eating house he 
witnessed the following exhibition of gam- 
bling piety, with his wide-awake eye, at a 
table where an old man was playing. The 
cards were obstinately unfavourable to the 
old player, who finally staked his silver 
watch, to lose all or to recover every thing. 


| 


Before cutting the cards, he went to kneel 
before the Madonna of the restaurant, and 
prayed her to restore what he had lost, with 
something beside, promising to share the 
profits with her, and to carry a great wax 
taper to the church of "St. Augustine. 
Meantime his adversary, without leavi 
his seat, prudently crossed himself, coal 
murmured a counter prayer to the same 
Madonna. The old wagoner lost as he had 
lost before. He rose from the table, and 
took his position in the face of that image 
that he had just adored. Some violence 
was to be expected against the Madonna; 
but the Virgin is honoured in Rome as she 
is no other where. Should the Romans 
ever become free-thiokers, they may forget 
or deny God, but in no conceivable case 
will they renounce their worship of the 
Virgin. The. unlucky gambler standing 
before her image, let fall his wrath on the 
divine child she bore.in her arms: ‘ You 
wretched baby (lambino),’ he exclaimed 
‘Judas served you right when he sold you t 
His adversary gathered ‘up the money, and 
the watch, called for another flagon of wine, 
which he drank at his leisure, examining 
the poiot of his knife, stopped at the door 
to see if any one was waiting for him on 
the outside, and went his way.” 


THE LIGHT OF LIFE. 


Is sufficient prominence given in our 


Christian is his chief power to shed updn 
others the light of Christianity? 

Are not our church historians occupied 
chiefly with the rise, progress, and conflict 
of creeds and organizations? Has not 
church discipline shown more sensitiveness 
to errors of belief than to errors of the 
life? And do not most Christians, in their 
conceptions of Christ, give the pre-eminence 
to what he said, rather than to what he did 
and lived? Yet are we not told that the 
life of Christ was the light of men? 

Heathen sages taught much moral and 
religious truth, but as Cicero asks, which of 
the philosophers practised what he taught? 
Hebrew prophets and poets taught a wide 
range of religious truth, and that without 
error, but they lacked the perfect life. 

If it is a peculiarity of Christ that he 
filled out the whole circle of religious truth, 
without error, inconsistency, or defect, is it 
not his perfection as a teacher that he em- 
bodied all he taught in an exemplary and 
luminous life? See how his life illustrated 
the being, attributes, and character of God! 
illustrated the dignity and worth of man’s 
nature and capabilities, and by contrast, the 
degradation and ruin induced by sin! See 
how it illustrated the tender, yearning love 
of God for the guilty and hell-deserving! 
See how it illustrated the law of love to 
man; each of the ten commandments; each 
precept of the sermon on the Mount; hu- 
mility, self-denial, forgiveness, submission, 
love, faith; every passive and every active 
virtue; every, tender, and every manly and 
heroic quality of the Christian heart and 
life! His was the light not merely of word 
and speech, but of life. 

Science may be taught by the mere words 
of a book; more effectually by the voice of 
the living teacher; but most effectually by 
the illustrations of the lecture-room or the 
experiments of the laboratory. Christ taught 
by his life, embodying and illustrating all 
his instructions. 

That opaque body, the sinful heart, he 
knew could be penetrated with light, and 
rendered luminous only by the electric cur- 
rents of a perfect life. The dense darkness 
of this guilty world he knew could be dissi- 
pated only by asuwn of righteousness. Christ 
so lived before men as to compel them to see 
and pay homage to the truth. 

This Christ-like life was the secret of the 
wonderful triumphs of primitive Christian- 
ity. The professed friends of Christ were 
faithful witnesses, living epistles of the truth 
and power of Christ to save men from sin. 
They were illustrations of what the Lord 
had done for ruined souls. In the family, 
shop, store, field, in private and in public, 
they lived like Christians; exhibited to the 
world undeniable examples of regenerated 
humanity; and compelled the world to see 
and long for the blessedness of a man in 
Christ Jesus. 

Is not this what we need to-day; not 
more preaching, not more churches, not 
more religious societies, books, and machi- 
nery—not some new discovery or dgyelop- 
ment of truth—not some new dispensation, 
not Christ visibly appearing in the heavens 
—but a Christ-like life in those who profess 
to be Christ’s followers ? ; 

Let church member become synonymous 
with Christian; let Christian become in the 
eyes of the world identical with Christ-like, 
and see how convincing and persuasive such 
Christianity will be upon the hearts of sim- 
ple and sin-wretched men? How mach do 
we need habitual communion with Christ 
and a personal communication of the life of 
Christ to our souls in order that we may 
acquire power to penctrate the dark, cold 
hearts of men with the warming, melting, 
light of life. 


Christianity a Witness-bearing. 


Christianity is a testimony or a 4 ot 
dom : every Christian is a martyr, and 
no other calling upon earth than to “show 
forth the praises of Him who has called 
him outof darkness into His marvellous 
light.” The disciple of a God who died for 
the truth, ought also to be willing to die for 
the truth; if not on the cross oF In the 
flames, at least by the perpetual sabjection 
of self-love and the constant practice of self- 
denial; if not in his body, at least in the 
good opinion of his fellow-creatures, whose 
esteem is deemed a second life, and whose 
contempt is considered little short of death. 
Thus the distinguishing characteristic, the 
rimary seal of Christianity, is testimony, 
is confession: and the greatest crime to- 
wards God is silence.— Vineé. 


It is certainly true that God sometimes _ 


thoughts to the fact that the life of the 
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~~ SUBSCRIBERS. 


act of Congress we are now permitted 
to print the date at which the subscription 
to our paper expires, so that each subscriber 
" ean find bis account every week on his paper. 
The date printed after the name indicates 
the time to which any subscription has been 
paid. When new payments are made the date 
‘will be changed to correspond with the amount 
-paid, Each subscriber, by this arrangement, 
4s always appriced of the state of his account. 
"We shall discontinue the sending of written re- 
‘ceipts, (except at a special request, inclosing & 
jpostage-stamp,) as the paper mailed the week 
after the money has been received, will 
-give the date up to which the payment 
has been made and the subscriber has on his 
paper a legal receipt, which is not liable to be 
mislaid. | 
pay~ In remittances, which may be made 
by mail af our risk, please send checks or 
_drafts, if the amount is large. For a single 
year a $2} gold piece is the very best remit- 


tance. 

Domestic Missions.—We are. informed 
“that the Board of Domestic Missions is in 
great need of assistance in these trying 
‘times. In accordance with the wishes of 
‘the Church, they have much enlarged their 
sphere of operations, and must look to the 
churches for means to carry on the work 
entrusted to them. ‘The fiscal year closes 
-with the present: month, and all contribu- 
“tions intended to be acknowledged under 
this year’s receipts must be forwarded be- 
fore the Ist of March. As many churches 
have not yet made collections for this im- 
. nt cause, we trust they will feel im- 
‘pelled todo so at once. The need is press- 
‘ing. The Board’s work should ‘go on 
without interruption, end every Christian 
should feel a special interest in it now, 
when some of its resources are cut off. 
Let liberal. things be devised, and not only 
‘devised, but executed, that the Lord’s trea- 
sury may be full, and the beneficent work 
of Domestic Missions be prosecuted with 
greater vigour than ever. 


—— 


Mrs. Saran MItitER.—The venerable 
relict of the late Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller 
of Princeton, New Jersey, has departed 
this life at the advanced age of eighty-four 
years. In the absence of a more special 
notice, which we will probably receive, we 
-ean refer to this excellent lady only in 
general terms. She was the honoured wife 
and congenial companion, for a long course 
of years, of one of the most distinguished 
and faultless men, in whose devoted labours, 
_as a Professor and author, the Presbyterian 
Church had reason to boast. 
_Miller’s death, his wife continued her resi- 
dence in Princeton, and by all who knew 
‘ her she was highly esteemed for her intel- 
ligence, piety, and benevolence. She is 
now gathered as a shock of corn, fully ripe. 
Her family had grown up around her. One 
of her daughters was the first wife of the 
late Rev. Dr. John Breckinridge. Two of 
her sons are in the ministry of the Presby- 
. terian. Church, another is a physician, and 
a fourth practising at the bar of Philadel- 
‘phia. To live as she lived, and to die as 
she died, pertains to the highest style of 
maa. 


ReEvIvALs oF Reticion.—In this hour, 
when the minds of men are so absorbed 
with secular matters, it gives us peculiar 
satisfaction to record any genuine work of 
God’s Spirit. We have just received the 
following from the Rev. George D. Stewart, 
~ now labouring in the church at West Point, 

Towa. It is the first response we have had 
from the week of prayer—the earnest, we 
trust, of many similar records yet to be 
made. 

‘‘We are happy to state that a precious 
work of grace has been wrought in our 
church in connection with the services of 
the week of prayer. The church was very 
much revived and strengthened, and the 
Comforter came as a spirit of conviction of 
sin into the hearts of many. More than 
fifteen persons of our own congregation ap- 

ar to be converted. Kleven persons 

ave entered into full communion with the 
church—most of them children of the cove- 
nant. Some haveunited with other churches; 
a number remain who will hereafter enter 
into full communion with our own church. 
The Rev. H. P. S. Willis, of Memphis, 
Missouri, came to the assistance of the pas- 
tor during the progress of the services, and 
- laboured with great industry, zeal, and ac- 
ceptance. The hearts of the Lord’s people 
are filled with thankfulness for his great 
goodness to us.” 

We learn also from the Presbyterian Her- 
ald that the church at Danville, Kentucky, 
is now enjoying a precious work of grace. 
About one huadred persons have come for- 
ward to ask an interest in the prayers of 
God’s people. The meeting was contiaued 
from the week of prayer, and bas constantly 
increased in interest up to the present time. 
All the institutions and the whole country 

participate alike in this interest. 


Me. Rarey.—A curiosity, long felt, has 
at length been gratified in witnessing the 
wonderful power of Mr. Rarey in subduing 
the most refractory horses. He employs 
no means but those of gentleness and firm- 
ness, -and in the use of these his success is 
most remarkable. On the occasion to which 
we refer, two horses were placed under his 
tuition, one noted for his vicious kicking 
propensities, and the other for biting and 
general uncontrolableness, and yet in the 
course of half an hour we saw these ani- 
mals lying at Mr. Rarey’s feet, without any 
violence on his part, while he was placing 
his hand in the mouth of the one, and 
playing fearlessly with the legs of the 
other. We most cordially commend his 
system for its humanity, and as furnishing 
some good hints for dealing with refrac- 
tory children who need to be governed, and 
can only be subdued by a gentle and yet 
unflinching discipline. 


RomisH INTOLERANCE IN Paris.—The 
Paris correspondent of the London Daily 
News states that about a fortnight since an 
Englishman in humble life, named Guest, 
being dangerously ill in the Beaujon Hospi- 
tal, sent for the Rev. Mr. Forbes, of the 
D’ Aguesseau Chapel, of whose congregation 
he was a member, to administer religious 
consolation to him. Mr. Forbes was admit- 
ted to the hospital, but on the condition that 
he was neither to pray with the man, nor 

ive him the sacrament. At the express 

esire of the dying man, he subsequently ap- 
a to the management of the hospital for 
eave to perform religious offices at his bed- 
side, and the uest was refused. On 
Thursday week, Guest died without having 
received the sacrament, which he wished 
for. My informant, in answer to my special 
questioning, assures me that Guest was not 
only a Protestant, but had always been one, 
—that he was no convert. | 


Since Dr.., 


9 
tad 


RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 
NE of ‘the most serious consequences of 
"our present national troubles is to fall 
upom our feligious institutions. A few 
months sifice’ they were prosperous and 
energetic, and gathered around them the 
warm heart® and liberal purses of thou- 
sands; now they are beginning to pine 
under neglect. If things proceed as they 
have done of late, we apprehend a crisis 
which will disturb the very existence of 
our favourite organizations for benevolent 
purposes. Not to refer to the institutions 
of other branches of the Church, which 
must be similarly affected, we look upon 
our own organizations, and anxiously in- 
quire, whither are they likely to drift? 


‘Every one seems ready to ask, what is 


likely to be my own situation, and how am 
I to provide for it? Self-preservation is no 
vice, and yet there is a danger of its de- 
generating into selfishness, which may be- 
come so exclusive as to close our eyes to the 
duties which we ows to others. It has 
always been the distinguishing feature of 
the Presbyterian Church to be ready to dis- 
tribute and to do good unto all men, and 
especially. to those of the household of 
faith. The great principle has been recog- 
nized in her organizations. Based upon 


the doctrine that ‘giving is an act of | 


worship,’ every department of benevo- 
lence has been provided for, in her Do- 
mestic Mission, Foreign Missivn, Educa- 
tional, Church Extension, and Publication 
schemes, as well as for provision for super- 
anpuated Clergymen and their destitute 
families. Such schemes as these cannot be 
interfered with and obstructed without in- 
calculable loss and distress. 


ries are left in their homes among the 
heathen without support; when our hun- 
dreds of Domestic Missionaries, who barely 


exist on their annual allowance from the: 


Board, are deprived of this resource, and 
with perbaps a diminished aid from their 
feeble congregations; when our Candidates 
for the Ministry are recalled from College 
and Seminary to prosecute their studies no 
longer; when our colporteurs are dismissed, 
and no longer authorized to carry the words 
of eternal life to the habitations of our 
people; and when our aged and disabled 
Clergymen and their families are cut off 
from their scanty allowance, on which alone 
they had to depend. These are painful 
anticipations, but so far from being ima- 
ginary, they have begun already to be real- 
ized. Should the political complications 
increase, and civil war be precipitated, de- 
stroying our former unity of action, it may 
easily be foreseen that the evils will be 


aggravated. We have, then, a pressing. 


duty to perform. We should, in our trem- 
bling for the safety of God’s arly exert our- 
selves for its rescue. We may have given 
to God’s cause liberally, but without serious 
sacrifice—now we are called on to give with 
sacrifice. Let not selfishness predominate 
over Christian principle. 


REFORMS IN FRANCE. 


HE recent acts of the French Emperor 
have tended greatly to confirm the 
favourable opinion now generally enter- 
tained: of him, by those who truly appre- 
ciate his position and policy. Acknowledg- 
ing, as we do, the questionable means by 
which he attained to power, and the inor- 
dinate ambition which has” shaped his 
course, we are fully satisfied that he has 
wielded this power for the real interests of 
France, and that this ambition, however 
culpable, has been mainly directed by a 
regard for his people’s welfare. Lis exter- 
nal negotiations and wars have been princi- 
pally in behalf of the oppressed against 
their tyrants, and his internal administra- 
tion has been such as greatly to develop the 
industry and resources of the Empire, and 
to promote the substantial well-being of his 
subjects. No other European reign of so 
short a period can’ boas$ of any thing like 
such results. Without subscribirg to all 
his acts, we must therefore pronounce the 
career of the Emperor a great success, in 


the best meaning of that word, while we 


wonder at the suspicion and carping criti- 
cism with which every development of his 
policy has been greeted in certain quarters. 
To be sure, he rules absolutely—and France 
can be ruled in no other way—but what 
absolute monarch rules more leniently, or 
with a juster regard for the natural rights 
of his subjects? During his whole reign 


he has shown that just as his people be- | 
come prepared for a larger liberty, it has | 
been accorded to them. Those who com- : 
plain of the stinted manner in which this © 


liberty has been doled out, do not know the 


French people, nor think of the absolute | 


necessity that exists of first educating them 
for liberty before giving it to them. 
Emperor bas seen this necessity, and acted 
accordingly. Little by little he has been 
yielding up the reins of despotism as his 
subjects could bear it, until now, having 
well calculated the prudence of the mea- 
sure, he has taken a long step in advance 
of any previous measutes. | 

We have already spoken of the proposed 
abolition of the passport system as a boon 
of great importance. But the recent impe- 
rial edict constituting an independent legis- 
lative body, whose proceedings are to be 
free and open to all, and giving a liberty to 
the press hitherto denied, certainly marks a 
very great stepin advance. It remains to 
be seen how much this edict may really 
mean, but its promise is certainly very 
large in favour of liberal institutions. But 
there is another reform looming up in the 
immediate future, which, it is to be hoped, 
will be speedily effected, and which, as 
touching the religious rights and interests 
of the people, will surpass in importance 
all that have gone before it. We are none 
of us strangers to the old contest between 
¢¢Gallicanism” and «Ultramontism”’ which 
for many years bas been waged in France 
with varying success. The former word 
represents the system which compels the 
Papal Church to respect the political rights 
and relations of the French people; the 
latter, the system that subjects all these 
rights and relations absolutely to the Papal 
See. Louis Napoleon, on his accession to 
the throne, found the empire in possession 
of Ultramontism, the clergy of Rome ruling 
with a rod of iron, and with an arrogance 
that brooked no opposition, and suffered no 
interference. If the Emperor at first found 
himself subject to this power, he soon 
emancipated himself from it. Against his 
projected reforms, and all his sckemes to 
educate and enlighten the people, and to 
give them greater freedom of worship, the 
Romish‘clergy arrayed themselves in deadly 
hostility. His decrees either became a 
dead letter, or were treated with contempt; 
and the spectacle was seen of an arrogant 
priesthood disputing, on his own territory, 
the will of an absolute King. 

The breach thus made by the disloyalty 
of the priesthood has been greatly widened 
by the present relations of the Emperor 
with the Pope. The obstinate blindness 
of the latter has greatly alienated what lit- 
tle affection remained ‘to the former, and 
the apostolic blows of recent allocutions”’ 
have finally brought on a direct contest be- 


tween ‘the eldest son of the Church” and 
her’ ‘infallible Head.” The end of this 
contest promises to be the final extinction 
of Ultramontism in France. This is al- 
ready indicated in one of those ominous 
pamphlets which generally precede any 
great political movement of the Emperor— 
a pamphlet advocating strongly the separa- 
tion of the French Church from Rome en- 
tirely, and the conferring of the Popedom 
upon the Emperor himself. ‘ Both the polli- 
tical and ecclesiastical power would then be 
in the hands of the Emperor, thus giving 
to both a chance for better administration. 
That this scheme will be carried out, can 
scarcely be doubted, and though not meet- 
ing our own ideas of what is best, it will at 
any rate be vastly better than the pitiable 
‘Ultramontism of to-day. 

Such is the humiliation that seems pre- 
paring for Rome, in which, we believe, the 
French people will cheerfully acquiesce as 
disposing of their greatest enemy, and in- 
augurating a day of larger liberty. The 
| Protestant world will watch this foresha- 
dowed movement with the greatest interest, 


to the gospel. 


Should the 
requisite funds be withheld, we may calcu- | 
late the effect when our Foreign Missiona- | 


The. 


_with the hope that it will break down all 
' the existing barriers to the free circulation 
_of God’s word, and open up the whole land 
Let the Pope and Emperor 
, be once separated, and it will be the hard- 
est blow that Rome has received since the 
Reformation. We trust then, for the sake 
of humanity and true religion, that these 
political pamphlets foreshadow the real 

policy of the Emperor. It will show his 
high appreciation of the demands of the 
age, and still further secure to him his own 
throne, and what is better, the respect of 
all free and enlightened nations. 


DEATH OF DR. MURRAY. 


| \ E have been greatly surprised and 

grieved to hear the announcement of 
the death of Rev. Nicholas Murray, D.D., 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. He died at his own 
residence, about ten o’clock on the evening 
of the 4th inst., in the fifty-ninth year of 
his age. His disease was neuralgia of the 
heart, and he was ill but three days. 
On the evening of the 4th inst., after a 
visit from the session of his church, he felt 
much better, and strong hopes were entertain- 
ed thathe would recover. Before ten o'clock, 
however, the disease assumed a more alurin- 
ing character, and his session were sum- 
moned to his sick chamber, where they ar- 
rived just in time to take the last farewell 
of their pastor and friend. 

Dr. Murray was a native of the North of 
' Treland, and was born in 1802. His pa- 

rents were Roman Catholics, and he was 
brought up himself in that religion. He 
_came to this country in 1818, and was em- 
ployed in the publishing establishment of 
Harper & Brothers, New York. Having 
embraced Protestantism, he soon after en- 
tered upon studics preparatory to the minis- 
try. le pursued his collegiate course at 
Williams College, where he graduated in 
' 1826. He studied theology at Princeton, 
and was first settled as pastor at Wilkes- 
barre, Pennsylvania, in 1829. Ile was 
called in 1834 to the pastorate of the Tirst 
Presbyterian Church in Elizabethtown, New 
Jersey, a relation which terminated only 
with bis death. In 1842 he received the 
degree of D. D. from Williams College. 
In 18419 he was elected Moderator of the 
General Assembly 
Church. 

Dr. Murray was widely known by the 
series of letters on the Roman Catholic 
question, over the signature of “Kirwan.” 
These were addressed to Arckbishop Ilugbes, 
end having been translated into severzl 
languages, have had an extensive circula- 
tien. In 1851, Dr. Murray visited Ire- 
land, and on his return brought out a 
volume entitied «‘Romanism at Home.” 
In 1860, he visited Great Britain as a re- 
presentative of American Presbyteriauism, 
at the Ter-centenary of the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotlacd. 

Dr. Murray was a sound and able 
preacher, and a beloved and faithful pastor. 
He was a man of eminently genial heart, 
benevolent in his impulses, and charitable 
in his judgments, but the firm and uncom- 
promising enemy of shams and falsehoods. 
By the Christian world, by the Presby- 
terian Church, of which he was an eminent 
minister, and by the congregation which 
for twenty-six years has enjoyed his minis- 
trations, his loss will be severely felt. 

The funeral services were to take place in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth, 
_ on T’riday afternoon, the 8th inst. 


CHARITY. 


INTIERE is a real danger to be appre- 

i bended, not from the use but from the 
| abuse of the spirit of union now prevailing 
among Cifferent denominations of Cbris- 
tians. There is a temptation, for the sake 
of union, to siuk differences out of sight, 
to hide precious truths, to treat with con- 
tempt all that makes denominationalism— 
in one word, to purchase union at the ex- 
pense of doctrine. Where this is 80, we 
have no hesitation in saying that the thing 
‘is not worth the purchase. If, as Presby- 
terians, for example, we are to give up one 
doctrive of grace, to ignore one peculiarity, 
to cease to proclaim boldly all that we be- 
lieve, for the sake of union with other 
Christians, then let us for ever stand alone. 
True charity rises above differences, but 
does not ignore them. It never demands 
the exchange of controverted doctrines for 
the spirit of union, but sees a. point above 


4 controverted doctrines, where all sects of 


true Christians can stand together and yet 
be uncompromised. Such a union it is de- 
lightful to see, but any thing less exalted 
in character than this is much to be depre- 
cated. We greatly fear, indeed we certain- 
ly know, that this base and dangerous idea 
of charity does extensively prevail, and if 
good Christians and ministers of the gospel 
do not take care, it will uproot all sound 
doctrine, and sow broadcast the seeds of 
pestilent heresies. Weeds grow spontane- 
ously where useful plants need cultivation, 
and just as sure as the ministers of religion 
neglect to teach, and the people refuse to 
receive sound doctrine, error will take its 
place and ravage the Church. We submit 
whether union, if this be the price of it, 
is worth the having. Dut on this subject 
we have found some remarks in a foreign 
paper so nervous and eloquent that we sub- 
mit them to our readers as a full expression 
of our views. They are by the celebrated 
Baptist preacher, Mr. Spurgeon, who is 
himself a notable example of the union of 
the most far-reaching charity with the 


boldest proclamation of the whole truth of 


God’s word. 

«A manly charity can comprehend se- 
vere language, can receive it from others 
without astonishment, and return it without 
avimosity. Hfeminate charity delights in 
honeyed words, smooth speeches, flowery 
compliments, hollow courtesies, pretended 
friendships, and loud professions of union; 
yet have we often observed that when the 
fit is on it, it plays the bigot fur liberality, 
and would extirpate and utterly destroy all 
who are not as profoundly tolerant as itself. 
All men are, nowadays, freely admitted 
into the magic circle of the brotherhood of 


love, except those who have a mind of their 


of the Presbyterian 


own; we are allowed to differ if we will 
conceal the difference, but our name will be 
erased from the list if we dare to intrude 
our peculiarities. And this is called charity! 
Why, when words expressed men’s thoughts, 
it would have been styled a tyrannical at- 
tempt to gag the mouths of honest men! 
So nearly allied is this plausible virtue to 
barefaced persecution, that one hardly knows 
which of the two deserves the sternest re- 
probation—some indeed would prefer the 
honesty of the worse to the pretensions of 
the better. Our churches need not fear a 
more terrible curse than this Liessed cha- 
rity; it is to be execrated with all the 
vehemence with which we would denounce 
the bigotry it pretends to despise. Its ten- 
dency is to lower the value of fixed and 
definite doctrines, and thus to cast down the 
hedges of the Lord’s vineyard, aud give up 
her vines to the wild boar of the wood. 
Men thoroughly under its influence are 
ready to throw our creeds into the waste- 
basket, to laugh at our solemn protests, and 
to ridicule the earnestness of our testimonies. 
According to the phraseology of these men, 
doctrines are dogmas, decision is arrogance, 
clear views are shallow platitudes, and zeal 
for truth is sectarian bigotry. We need not 
travel far for illustrations, for ovr own de- 
nomination could supply unhappy instances. 
Let this plague run through the camp, and 
our tents will soon be desolate; no de- 
stroyer can be more mighty; the darkest 
form of infidelity would not be half so dead- 
ly. Better is it for us to fight with a decided 
falsehood than with tbe phantom, the ever- 
chapging Proteus of latitudinarianism.— 
What a long word we have just used, but 
surely it is not long enough, and fails to 
describe that indefinite anything-and every- 
thing-arianism which we fear is increasing 
among us. 

‘‘ Let us labour after a clear and scriptu- 
ral view of the truths of God’s word; let us 
learn humbly, depending upon the Holy 
Spirit; let us judge deliberately, doing no- 
thing rashly—but let us see to it that when 
once we know the mind of the Spirit, we 
hold fast that which is good, and are rooted, 
grounded, and settled in our faith. We 
need not be obstinate, but we must be firm. 
Like the ship in the storm, we must have 
good anchorage; we shall soon be ship- 
wrecked if we are carried about with every 
wind of doctrine. We must have our loins 
girt about with truth, wearing it not as a 
mantle which hangs loosely upon the shoul- 
ders, but as a girdle bound firmly round the 
loins.” 

-— 


FALSE TRUST. 


HERE was a certain king of Judah, 
whose name was Asa. In the main, 
he was deserving of commendation, for he 
destroyed idolatry and urged his subjects to 
seck the Lord God of their fathers. The 
most objectionable feature of his policy was 
his disposition to rely on foreign alliances 
to relieve him in seasons of difficulty, in- 
stead of looking toa higher power. It is 
mentioned, also, that in the latter part of 
his reign, when personally afflicted with 
disease, that “che sought not to the Lord, 
but to the physiciaus.” It is by no means 
implied in this that it is morally wrong for 
a sick man to avail himself of the pbysi- 
cian’s skill, and to employ proper remedies 
for the mitigation or removal of disease; 
but the disposition which would lead us to 
make any human instrumentality a sole, 
ultimate reliance, is an extreme folly. The 
inherent curative virtue of medicine is un- 
certain. ven a slight variation in the 
circumstances of a patient may render a 
remedy inert in one case, which seems to 
have proved effectual in another. Lesidcs, 
it should be recoliccted that God is the ar- 
biter of life, who sends disease, and who 
alone can bless the means for its removal. 
To seek, therefore, for relief under any form 
of evil,-or in avy pressing exigency to hu- 
man aid without a due reference to the 
sovereign and overruling power of God, is 
a fatal mistake. | 
We refer to this incident to derive from 
it a lesson for the times. Amidst the tu- 
multuous aud agitating questions to which 
our attention has been so suddenly and un- 
expectedly called, it may be well for us to 
inquire, in what direction do we look for a 
solution. Do we refer the matter absolute- 
ly to God, or do we rely on human wisdom? 
We speak only of the Christians of our na- 
tion, who are presumed to entertain a pro- 
found sense of their dependence on God for 
all that is good. The irreligious have little 
regard to the government of God in its 
relations to human welfare. Their schemes 
and prospects have a different basis. We 
are not to ignore human means in the right 
conduct of government, and it is our un- 
questionable duty to pray for the rulers of 
the people, and to importune Ged to guide 
them in wise deliberations, and to right 
measures. Still we may greatly err, unless 
we submit all ultimate measures to the in- 
fallible decision of Ged. We -pray—we 
fest and pray in view of national calamities, 
and in the act we recognize the Divine sove- 
reignty in all events, but is there heartiness 
in the recognition? Do we really feel that 
full confidence in God which implies stand- 
ing still to see his salvation? Is there not, 
as in Asa, not an infidel disregard of God, 
but a disposition to place a fuller depend- 
ence on human help? After all our pro- 
fessions, do we not anxiously look to this 
or that statesman, this or that measure of 
pacification, as if they possessed a power 
which belongs ouly toa kind and merciful 
Providence? We may lawfully rejoice in 
every wise and politic suggestion, but we 
should have learned by this time that unless 
the Lord influence the minds and hearts of 
the people, they will unite in the adoption 
of no measure, however salutary. Man 
proposes, God disposes. Should he gra- 
ciously design it, he could in a moment re- 
move the mountain-like ovstructions which 
now lie in the way of our batioual security. 


\ NEBRASKA. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN. ] 


Brownvi.e, N. T., Jan. 23, 1861. 

Messrs. Editors—I wish to call the atten- 
tion of our Church to the destitutions of 
this great valley. I received a letter this 
evening from one who seems to be ‘fa mo- 
ther in Israel,’’ loudly and earnestly utter- 
ing the Macedonian cry, ‘‘Come over and 
help us!” She seews to hunger and thirst 
for a preached gospel—is willing to go 
twenty miles to hear it. Our church at 
Omaha city is now vacant, aud bas been for 
six months. This is a very important and 
encouraging ficld. It should be occupied, 
by all means, immediately. Besides, Rich- 
ardson and Washington counties are now 
vacant. Achison county, Missouri, is a very 
encouraging field. 

World’s Prayer-meeting. 

This was kept up here for two weeks. 
Our meetings were conducted on the union 
principle, and were well attended. and very 
interesting. We met day and night. At 
night we usually opened with a short ser- 
mon, and closed with a season of prayer for 
the Spirit of God ‘“‘to be poured out upon 
all flesh.” We met the first week in the 
Congregational church, where the services 
were opened with a sermon on the text, 
“QO Lord, revive thy work!’ The second 
week we metin the Presbyterian church, 
where the exercises were coinmenced by a 
sermon to a very large, attentive congrega- 
tion, from the language of the prophet—* It 
is not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord.” Here, let it never 
be forgotten, is the great Almighty agent 


by which, and by which only, the world is 


to be converted. ‘Awake, O North wind, 
and come thou South—blow upon thy gar- 
den, that the spices thereof may flow out” 
upon the world that lieth in wickedness. _ 

Our meetings were well attended, solemn, 
and interesting. Religious interests appear 
to be increasing in Brownville. We had 
the largest congregation last Sabbath even- 
ing we have had for a year. There does 
seem to be something of a “shaking among 
the dry bones.” ‘O ye dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord.” ‘“‘Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.” ‘ O Lord, 
revive thy work!” - 


National Fast. 


On this day we had a sermon at half-past 
ten o'clock, A. M., from Ps. Ix. 15:—The 
troubles of our country—their cause—the 
remedy—call upon God—and the end—the 
glory of God. Attendance good, and weet- 
ing interesting. A number fasted. Seve- 
ral came in from the country. We met 
again in the afternoon for prayer, and had 
a most precious time. We offered up our 
‘prayers and supplications, with strong cry- 


ing and tears,” for the blessing of God to 


rest upon our distracted country. It was 
good to be there. 

“‘The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” 

He who said to the raging sea, ‘‘ Peace, be 
still!’’ and there was a great calm, is still 
on the throne, and can speak peace to our 
troubled, convulsed nation. Je can say 
‘To the North, give up, and to the South, 
keep not back;” and a reconciliation will 
follow. OQ, then, let us fly to a throne of 
grace, and cry mightily unto God, ‘Lord, 
save, or we perish.” ‘This is our on/y 
remedy—our very last resort. God saved 
the children of Israel from a danger far 
more appalling. He can—he may save 
us. 
But if it be said we have fasted and 
prayed that “these calamities be overpgst,”’ 
all must admit that our country is still full 
of that which ‘exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God.” Asa nation, we have 
not humbled ourselves before this, the 
mighty hand of God, in bringing upon us 
this severe scourge. ) 
is God’s continued earnest call to more 
earnest prayer and supplication. ‘Awake! 
awake! put on thy strength, O Zion! Then 
let us gird on the whole armour of God,” 
and plead like Jacub, until we prevail like 
Israel? 

Yours fraternally, 


A. 


For the Presbyterian. 


DR. VAN. RENSSELAER’S LAST AP- 
PEAL TO THE CHURCHES. 


_ We respectfully ask the attention of 
ministers, elders, and communicants to the 
following reasons, in favour of collections at 
the Annual Concert of Prayer, as the best 


_mode of obtaining the requisite support for 


the Schools, Academies, and Colleges of the 
Presbyterian Church that need temporary 
assistance : 

1. The plan of uniting alms with prayer 
has Scriptural authority. “Thus saith the 
Lord” is better than all the-wisdom of men. 

2. Our Church is already trained to make 
collections with its prayers at the Monthly 
Concert for foreign mission’; and why not 
for institutions at the Annual Concert for 
Colleges? 

3. This plan is an economical one. It 
dispenses with all agencies, and is in exact 
accordance with the scheme of Systematic 
Benevolence adopted by our Church. 

4. This arrangement for a collection on 
Thursday will relieve a large number of 
brethren, who think that our institutions 
ought to receive aid from the churches, but 
who, nevertheless, do not fecl warranted 
either in taking up a second Sabbath col- 
lection for the Buard of Education, or in 
combining the two departments of its work 
in one presentation. | 

do. This plan brings the matter within the 
reach of all churches which meet for prayer; 
and it can be the most readily adopted by 
the greatest number. 

6. To ask the people to aid colleges and 
other institutions, in the act of praying for 
them, will more perfectly bind these institu- 
tions to the heart and piety of the Church. 

7. This plan interferes with no other 
scheme, or object of benevolence. The 
cause of colleges takes its natural place, on 
its natural day, and without hindrance to 
any other good work. 

&. This plan has a capacity for enlarge- 
ment, which gives it the prospect of yield- 
ing a sufficient income, ultimately, for all 
the purposes of the Board. It may be 
worked into more efficiency, like other be- 
nevolent plans, by imparting information to 
the churches, by an occasional sermon, or 
word of exhortation from the pastor, or by 
conversation with individuals. In short, 
the Board are willing to take the responsi- 
bility of the efficiency of the plan, if the 
churches wiil adopt it. Small sums from 
many churches will make up, eventually, it 
is believed, a sufficiently large aggregate to 
enable the Church to sustain her institu- 
tions in their time of need. 

In view of these various considerations, 
the Board submit to the ministers and 
ruling elders of the churches the propriety 
of taking up collections, at the meetings for 
prayer, on the last Thursday of February. 
Brethren, we repeat it, that it is our on/y 
hope of doing the work intrusted to us by 
the Church, so far as we have any light 
upon the subject. In soliciting this collec- 
tion, we ask our brethren to consider that 
we are not demanding aid to promote an 
untried experiment. After being engaged 
in the work for ten years, the Board can 
testify that the aid, rendered in this de- 
partment, has accomplished the most im- 
portant and useful results to the cause of 
religious education, both directly and indi- 
rectly, in our own, and in other churches; 
and it is their strong conviction that the 
efforts made in behalf of educational insti- 
tutions, ought to be enlarged and _ per- 
petuated from generation to generation. 

It is proper to add, that nothing can be 
further from the intention of the Board 
than to magnify the pecuniary aspect of 
the case, so as to interfere, in any manner, 
with the devotional exercises of the day of 
special prayer. On the contrary, the Gene- 
ral Assembly has declared, that ‘‘GIVING is 
an act of worship,’ obligatory upon those 
who serve God in spirit and in truth; and 
this deliverance of the Assembly is in con- 
formity with the declarations of the sacred 
Scriptures. 

In the midst, therefore, of sincere and 
earnest prayer to the Lord of the harvest 
fur the outpouring of his Spirit upon the 
rising generation, especially upon the stu- 
dents in Schools, Academies, and Colleges, 
let suitable gifts for the support of our edu- 
cational institutions declare the gratitude of 
the Church for mercies past, and her sense 
of obligation to glorify God by all means in 
her power, spiritual and temporal. 

In behalf of the Board of Education, 

©. Van RenssevakEr, Cor. Sec. 


The Board of Education would invoke 
the aid of that voice now silent in death, 
to call upon the Church to aid in the great 
cause which filled the heart and hands of 
this devoted and beloved servant of the 
Lord. Tbe Board of Education have been 
looking forward to the collections in con- 
nection with the concert of prayer for lite- 
rary institutions on the last ‘hursday of 
February, as recommended by tbe General 
Assembly, to enable them to redeem the 
pledges given to various institutions, whose 
support, if not their existence, depends 
upon the aid promised. The Board are in 
advance $3500 to these institutions at the 
present time. Stating this fact, the Board 
leave the above appeal in the hands ‘of 
God’s people, and commit the cause to the 
great Head of the Church. 


Ahe wettest seasons. 


The continued storm) 


For the Presbyterian. 


KANKAKEE. 


Messrs. Editors—We desire, through your 
widely circulated paper, to call the atten- 
tion of Presbyterian families who are seek- 
ing homes in the creat West, to Kankakee 
and the surrounding country, as affording 
inducements worthy of consideration. 

Kankakee City is a beautiful little city 
of about four thousand inhabitants, situa-. 
ted upon the banks of the beautiful Kanka- 
kee river, surrounded by as fertile a section 
of land as is to be found iu the State. The 
river is not, as often represented, a stag- 
nant stream, but quite rapid, the water 
perfectly clear, with a smooth rocky bot- 
tom. We have at this place one of the 
best water-powers in the State, which is 
now improved, and a large flouring will 
erected. The river at this place never 
overflows. Quite heavy timber skirts its 
banks—some of the most beautiful maple 
groves I ever beheld. The land is gener- 
ally level, undulating sufficiently for all 
farming purposes. There are very few 
places’ about but what can be cultivated in 
The land is as fertile 
as can be found any where in the West. 
We have most excellent quarries—inex- 
haustible. Land is now very cheap. Good 
farms may be had for from fifteen to thirty 
dollars per acre, well improved; railroad 
lands, yet to be taken, at twelve dollars per 
acre. It is a new country, and the land 
has been occupied only a few years. Our 
city is only eight years old. There is but 
little religious influence in the country. 
There is a large field of usefulness for self- 
denying and active Christians. We have 
an American Presbyterian church, and also 
a French church, in Kankakee. Our Ame- 
rican church is in quite a prosperous con- 
dition. We have a good congregation, 
mostly non-professors. We have but little 
active Christian element. Our most effi- 
cient help, in the way of keeping up the 
outward prosperity of the church, is from 
non- professors. We hope they will soon 
be brought into the kingdom. Our house 
of worship is an old building, patched up, 
but very neat in the interior, seating some 
four hundred. 

We hope that these lines may induce 
some efficient labourers to look to this field 
as a residence and future home for their 
families. We have good schools, and as 
good a society as you will find any where. 
We have suffered from removals the past 
year, so that our efficiency as a spiritual 
working church is much crippled. At this 
time we greatly need help in the great 
missionary work which has opened up among 
the French Romanists. We say to our 
good Presbyterian familics who are seeking 
a home in the West, «‘ Come over and help 
us.”” 

The Illinois Central railroad runs through 
the place. Distance from Chicago, fifty-six 
miles. Jour passenger trains pass through 
our place daily. : 

The Ste. Anne Colony, concerning which 
so much has been said for a few years past, 
and who one year since were in a starving 
condition, are now in a prosperous state 
comparatively. Their crops last year were 
abundant, so that nearly all have something 
to spare. They have subscribed eight hun- 
dred bushels of corn for their fellow-sufferers 
in Kansas. . There is still much trouble 
among them, on account of preferences for 
Paul afd Cephas. We hope Gud will over- 
rule all for his own glory. 

Any information desired, I shall be pleas- 
ed to communicate to all who will address 


some extent, by the idle and criminal classes, 
whose harvest is often reaped at a time like this. 


INFIDELITY IN THE BOSOM OF THE CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND. 


The decline of Puseyism in the Established 
Chureh, or shall we rather say—its amalgamation 
with Popery by means of those repeated secessions 
with which for several years we were familiar, 
has, I regret to say, been followed by a terrible de- 
velopment of an infidel element at Oxford and 
elsewhere. The denial of inspiration, of the 
atonement, and other doctrines connected there- 


‘with, and the unblushing boldness with which 


men, whose names are written “reverend,” and 
whose emolument is derived from the Established 
Church or the Established Universities, which in 
this country are entirely ecclesiastical in their 
character, maka us wouder whereto the present 
uneasy antttestless discontent will grow. If the 
men who are hurrying on the school to which we 
now allude in their mad career stop short of Athe- 
ism, it will not be because their principles warrant 
any earlier or safer issue for’ their teachings. The 
publication which at this mom@mt is attracting the 
chief notice of the reading portion of the community 
on their side, is a series of essays, which, though 
anonymous, have been unanimously fathered upon 
Badan Powell and the clique whom he animates 
and represents. This pretentious book issues thus 
directly from Oxford. It is a new specitic develop- 
ment of Oxford bearing in the present day, and it 
sneceeds_ legitimately to the almost forgotten 
“Tracts for the Times.” The posver of the latter 
was not despicable. They did serious damage to 
the cause of truth, though the good indirectly de- 
rived froin the controversies which they excited 
was doubtless of great importance. And now 
that their influence is dying out, or dead, this new 
and more formidable enemy appears, brandishing 
his novel weapons and threatening Christianity 
with ruin. No doubt this power also will have its 
day. It will seduce a certain portion of the rising 
youth, and spread in certain circles a deleterious 
influence; but the evil will be temporary, and by 
summoning to the aid of the gospel such cham- 
pions as God can raise up and furnish for the work 
of resistance, there is no reason to fear any serious 
or ultimate damage to the best of causes. Certain- 
ly the Church of England is in a strange condition, 
when she proves capable of harbouring and nour- 
ishing in her bosom the two extremes of error— 
gross superstition and rampant infidelity. 
CHURCH QUESTIONS IN SCOTLAND. 

I hardly know whether to trouble your readers 
with a word about the Scottish ecclesiastical con. 
troversy on the present occasion, and were it not 
for the great meeting on the subject, which has just 
been held in Edinburgh, I would be disposed to 
omit this topic to-day. . The legal proceedings 
have not advanced since my last notice, but the 
journals have given more importance to the ques. 
tion from the manner in which they have treated 
it. <A dissenting organ, the London Patriot, but not 
one of great or extensive influence, has been writ- 
ing apparently in great ignorance of the facts, and 
endeavouring to hold up the Free Church as aim- 
ing at a power which it would be unsafe to repose 
in any ecclesiastical society, while the British Stand- 
ard and several other English Evangelital news- 
papers lean to the other side. The Dissenting 
clergy of all denominations in Scotland are united 
in repudiating the pretensions of the Court of Ses- 
sion, and the controversy is likely to be carried on 
in future with vigour, and with intelligence on 
both sides. At the meeting to which I allude, 
“besides Principal Cunningham, Dr. Guthrie, and 
other Free Churchmen, there appeared Dr. Lindsay 
Alexander, independent; Dr. Cairns, United Pres- 
byterian; Dr. Goold, Reformed Presbyterian, and 
other speakers of the various dissenting communi- 
ties, who join with one voice in repudiating the 
claim of the Civil Courts to interfere with spiritual 
sentences. One remark of Dr. Alexander's will 
indicate the power of the meeting. He said: 
“Either there must be no toleration of non-estab- 
lished. Churches, or the toleration must exterid to 
their being held supreme in their own sphere, as 
bodies acting judicially, and administering a law 
for them by Christ their King. If States cannot 
endure this, why, they must persecute and extirpate 
all who pretend to it; but if they profess to allow 
such to exist, they must not be guilty of the mockery 
of taking back with one hand what they offer with 
the other. A Church which cannot administer 
laws, on the proper administration of which its 
very existence as a Church depends, is a nonentity, 
and can exist only in name. A Church exists not 
to do its own will, but that of Christ; and if it be 
prevented doing this, it had much better not exist 
atall.” A committee was appointed for diffusing 
information on the subject, and thus calling forth 
the sympathy, and concentrating the good offices of 
all. who feel an interest in the liberties of the 
Church and people of God in this ccuntry. 


SEVERITY OF THE SEASON. 


me at Kankakee, Illinois. 
M. W. Srartes. 


From Our Lendon Correspondent. 


London, January 17, 1861. 
BRITISH SYMPATHY WITH AMERICA IN HER TROUBLES. 


Messrs. Editors—The American news is felt to 
be of intense and engrossing interest among all 
classes in England. None of your readers will, I 
hope, imagine that any sentiment prevails here but 
one of regret on account of the national troubles 
which have developed themselves among you. 
I can assure you of the unanimous and cordial 
hope and desire on the part of Englishmen that 
the present crisis may pass over without bloodshed 
—that order and peace may prevail, and that all 
may be so governed as to secure the community 
froin the ordinary evils of a time of social revolu- 
tion. May God avert the disastrous day, and give 
you a happy issue out of your threatened troubles. 


SUFFERINGS OF THE LONDON POOR, AND MEASURES OF 
RELIEF. 


Our only enemy, present or expected, at this 
time, is the frost, which, since early in winter, has 
been keeping us in ifs sharp and unrelenting gripe, 
and begins to be regarded with some degree of 
alarm. There are large multitudes of the labour- 
ing classes thus every where thrown out of em- 
ployment, and besieging every door where the 
prospect of a loaf of bread presents itself. I have 
just met in the neighbourhood of the British Mu- 
seum groups of these men, able-bodied, -hardy- 
looking fellows, who are parading the streets with 
simple but doleful cry, uttered at the top of the 
voice, and repeated in every variety of cadence, 
«We're all frozed out!"—< We're all frozed out!” 
Many a penny is thrown out of the windows as 
they pass, and many a passer-by gives a dole to 
the sufferers, who continue from street to street the 
same mournful cry, “We’re ail frozed out!”— 
« We're all frozed out!” 

You will ask, Whether there is not some pro- 
vision made for these cases, which might prevent 
the necessity for this public and rather objection- 


able mode of appeal; and my reply is, Yes. A 


great deal has been done, and a great deal is 
doing, in every district and in every suburb of 
London. No one will imagine that a clamant 
necessity like the present, is likely in England to 
be met in a niggardly spirit; and it is the fact, that 
in every neighbourhood benevolent men are on 
the move to anticipate and to supply the pressing 
necessities of the day. In the part of the metro- 
polis where I dwell, a rivalry—at other times, per- 
haps, unseeinly—but at present not to be regretted, 
has sprung up between two parties of the giving 
portion of the community, who are bidding against 
one another as to which shall act most promptly, 
liberally, and efficiently in relieving the starviug 
populace. Committees are in permanent opera- 
tion in each district, to whom: every poor family 
has free access, with the certainty of relief ade- 
quate to the day’s need; while to procure funds 
for carrying on the amount of charity which this 
involves, couplets of gentlemen in every locality 
are acting, for the time, as* beggars’ from door to 
door. The response of the welltodo public has 
been prompt and ample, and ip that locality, at 
least, there will be no actual starvaion, nor need 
there even be, in any case, severe destitution. 

I anticipate great practical results from this pub- 
lic trial of the community. Though the giving is 
carried on without any invidions discrimination of 
the character or antecedents of the suffering, and 
every really hungry human being has a supply of 
food afforded him for each day as it comes, you 
must not suppose that the season is likely to be 
allowed to pass away without an effort to make 
some salutary impression on the many whose 
improvidence and self-indulgent habits have been 
the chief canse of all their distress. About six 
years ago, a long continued frost produced similar 
effécts, and similar measures were then resorted 
to. But no sooner had things returned to .-their 
normal state, than the benefactors of the poor 
became their monitors and guides, and by estab. 
lishing penny banks in various localities, and en. 
couraging the people to lay up their little savings, 
were the means of lifting up many families above 
the necessity of future charity. The fruits of the 
efforts made at that period are sensibly apparent 
now. Not a few who followed the advice ther 
tendered, have been drawing their savings from 
the bank instead of resorting to the charity of the 
public, and their exampie is at the present mo- 
ment doubtless inducing many, who as yet have 
been less wise, to resolve that when the time of 
prosperity shall return, they, too, will follow a 
course so well rewarded, and so consonant with 
their own interest and self-respect. I know that 
the effort then so zealously and kindly made to 
facilitate the provident intentions of the working 
men, will be repeated with increased energy at 
the proper time after the present straits have dis- 
appeared, and, we may hope, with the most bene- 
ficent results. The wandering groups to whom I 
have allnded probably belong to some district 
poorer or less cared for, or they may be swelled, to 


This winter has been, and continues to be, one 
of unprecedented severity. The railways have 
sympathized with the disorder and troubles of the 
times by producing various accidents, some of them 
very serious and fatal—the result, as is believed, 
of the contracting power of the cold on the metal 
of the engines and carriages. In repeated in- 
stances the wheels have been instantly reduced to 
splinters by the sudden breaking of their rims 
under the influence of intense frost, and travelling 
has become extremely dangerous. To-day the 
weather shows a tendency to thaw, and as we 
hear of rain in the North of England, and in Scot- 
land, we begin to anticipate a decided and wel- 
come change. D. G, 


— 


Syria—Distress Amongst the Druses. 


The Beirut correspondent of the Lon- 
don Daily News, writing on the 3lst of 
December, says: ‘ 


“The trials of the Druse shieks who 
directed the outrages in Lebanon last June, 
and of the Turkish pachas and officials who 
instigated the Druse shieks, are over at 
last. The sentences will give little satis’ 
faction in Europe, except, perhaps, to the 
bitterest enemics of the Turkish empire. 
The chief shieks are mostly, if not all, con- 
demned to death, whilst the Turkish au- 
thoritics—Koorchid Pacha, Tir Pacha, and 
about twenty minor officials—escape with 
comparatively slight punishment, that is, 


they are ordered to be exiled, which in Tur- 


key means a few months of quiet life ia 
coustry retirement, then leave to reside on 
the Bosphorus, and final reinstatement in 
some new, perhaps a better, appointment. 
I hear that the Commissioners of the five 
powers are very indignant at this result of 
five months’ deliberation, and wish, with 
the rest of the Syro-Muropean world, that 
not the head of a single Druse should fal] 
whilst their instigators in iniquity go un- 
punished. The plain English of the situa- 
tion is, that the Turkish Government hav- 
ing crushed out the Christian element in 
Lebanon by means of the Druses, now 
wants to crush the Druses themselves. The 
Druses—innocent or guilty, tried or un- 
tried, old and young, men and women—are 
now in the utmost misery throughout the 
mountain. They are hunted like mad dogs. 
All their goods, their cattle, and their crops 
have been confiscated; so that, in the very 
commencement of a severe winter, they are 
literally starving. The Turks are to get 
off free, whilst thousands of mountaineers 


are punished for no other crime than that 


of being Druses. In fact, the latter are 
now far worse off than the Christians on 
the mountain; and I am happy to hear 
that, at the next meeting of the Anglo- 
American Relief’ Committee, the propriety 


of extending relief to these unfortunate 


people is to be taken into consideration. 
As yet few Druses have been tried, and 
none have been condemned. Why, then, 


confiscate the property of all without dis- 


tinction? Even the Jands belonging to the 
Druse howlies or temp!es—the revenues of 
which fed all the poor, blind, lame, and in- 
firm, in the several villages—have been 
taken possession of by the Government, so 
that the misery and want are universal. 
‘¢Compare the state of these unfortunate 
Druses with that of hundreds of the Mos- 
lems who took part in the Damascus massa- 
cre. They were seized as conscripts and 
sent to Constantinople, where all who could 
muster the money, upon paying 13,000 
piastres (about $500), were at once re- 
leased, and are now gentlemen at large. 
Many have returned to. Syria, others are 
saunteripg about in Stamboul, boasting of 
how they slaughtered the Christian men, 
dishonoured the Christian women, burnt 
the Christian houses, and stole the Chris- 
tians’ money. In fact, a large portion of 
the proceeds of the plunder in that doomed 
town has been used to buy of the scoun- 
drels wh» were sent as conscripts to the 
army. For this, of course, Fuad Pasha is 
not answerable; but what can we say of 
the central government, that permits such 
a state of things? Fuad is hampered and 
fettered by the powers that be in Constan- 
tinople. It is the universal belief here that 
the true reading of the enigma regarding 


the unjust severity towards the Druses is 
as follows:—At the Porte heaven and earth 
is being moved to save Koorchid and Tir 
Pachas, the former being a personal friend 
of the Sultan, the latter the son-in-law of 
Namik Pacha, the hero of Jeddah. To 
them, all the Turks implicated in the late 
disturbances and massacres must be also 
saved. And, as it is certain that not one 
of the European Commissioners would raise 
@finger to save the whole miscreant crew, 
it becomes necessary to create 2 sympathy 


the Commissioners may intercede for them, 
and the government compromise the whole 
matter by having no more blood shed. 
“There was a report in Beirut yesterday 
that there had been a collision between the 
French troops and the Druses some where 
in the Lebanon. It turns out that, although 
the story is vastly exaggerated, it has some 
foundation During the early part of last 
week the Turkish authorities ordered a 
simultaneous seizure of Druses to be made 
in all the villages, in consequence of which 
nearly two thousand were made prisoners in 
the vicinity of Abeigh, Deir-el Kamar, and 
Zahleh. <A party of them flying from the 
latter place fell in with some French troops, 
who had endeavoured to stop them. The 
Druses resisted, fired on the French, and 
killed one. The soldiers then charged them 
with the bayonet, killed four or five, wound- 
ed about as many, and made several prison- 
ers. The cause of the bloodshedding I im- 
azine to have been two-fold. First, That 
the Druses have been hunted down like wi 
beasts by the Turkish soldiers during the 
last ten days, and really see no prospect 
whatever of being at all settled, either now 
or at any other time. Secondly, the inor- 
dinate desire which the French troops have 


for the privations they endure. The French 
soldiers in general seem to regard fighting 
not as a duty disagreeable in itself, but 
which must be at times gone through, but 
as a positive pleasure and delight. They 
do not appear to look on themselves as pre- 
venters of war by their presence, but as if 
they were actually wronged in not being al- 
lowed to fire their coups de fusils, which are 
at once their right and their greatest enjoy- 
ment ” 

The writer is 6f opinion that the Syrian 
question, so far from being settled, is as far 
as ever from that desirable result. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


From the Missionary Herald for Febru- 
ary, we glean the following items of interest. 


Intelligence is received from South Afri- 
ca of the dedication of a uew chapel at 
“Ifuwi, on the 26th of July. There were 
three hundred and fifty natives present, and 
several missionaries from various stations. 
After the dedication, a home missionary so- 
ciety was formed by the natives, and 
£31 17s. subscribed by the persons then 
present. 

The missionaries in Syria have fall em- 
ployment in looking after the numerous 
sufferers in that country, and affording re- 
lief so far as it is in their power to do so. 

The death of Mrs. Dwight, the wife of 
the Rev. Mr. Dwight, at Constantinople, 
has been announced. In writing to the 
Board, Mr. Dwight says: 

“Mrs. Dwight had been uncommonly 
healthy during almost the whole of her mis- 
sionary life, and up to last July appeared in 
firm health. From that time she has been 
gradually going down to the grave, and 
during the last week, very rapidly. Her 
disease was probably cancer in one or more 
of the internal organs, and, most likely, she 
would have dragged ott a miserable exist- 
ence for many months more had not dropsy 
supervened, which Carried her off in a few 
days. She was called to her rest on Friday, 


the 16th of November, in the fiftieth year 
of her age. 

“OF her missionary life I will not now 
speak particularly. She was a woman of 
uncommon strength afd clearness of mind, 
and of the highest cultivation. Her judg- 


/ ment was very superior, and her consecra- 


tion to the missionary work hearty and en- 
tire. Her loss will be most deeply felt in 
this field, but by no one else as by me. 
I leaned upon her for counsel when per- 
plexing questions came up in the course of 
our missionary work, and many a time did 
I get the credit of suggestions which origi- 
nated with her. She was the author of a 
book called Daily Meditations, for every 
day in the year. Written in English by 
eherself, and translated fhto Armenian by 
one of our brethren here, it has gone through 
two editions, and is very generally accept- 
able to the people. She also translated into 
Armenian a book for children, called Great 
Truths, which bas been published, and is 
likely to be highly useful.” 

l’'rom Madras, very interesting accounts 
have been received from the Rey. Mr. 
Winslow. The annual missionary meeting 
was held at Madras, October 4. A sermon 
was preached by Mr. Winslow, addresses 
were made by native assistants, the Lord’s 
Supper was administered to about seventy 
communicants, and five persons were re- 
ey to the church on profession of their 
alth, 


Extract from a letter written by an officer 
on board one of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
ships stationed in the Bay of Naples, dated 
December 28, 1860. 

“* My Dear C , I have news to tell you 
which [ am sure will delight you. 
all, the sale of the Bible in the Italian lan- 
guage here and in Sicily, since the arrival 
of Garibaldi, baffles all description. There 
are several stalls in the principal street, 
called “Strada Toledo,’ for the sale of 
Bibles and Testaments exclusively; others, 
at which controversial tracts are sold, such 
as “Why am I a Protestant?” “Is the 
Church of Rome Unscriptural?” ‘Is it 
Lawful to Read the Bible?” and many such, 
of which the sale is great. But that of 
which the sale is greatest of all, is a little 
book, partly an almanac, called “ Amica 
Della Casa” (House Friend,) which tears 
the Saiuts’-days, &c. of the Romish calendar 
to pieces. The sale of this has been so 
great, that it has elicited an answer from a 
priest, ulso published in‘ Italian. It is a 
most glorious opening. Gavazzi is behaving 
like aman. I should like to pass an hour 
describing to you what I have myself heard 
him say in open-air lectures tothe people of 
Naples, on the errors of the present Church 
of Rome. I could scarcely believe 1 was 
in a Romish country, when I[ heard the 
rounds of applause with which his hard 
‘‘hits’’ were received! It was not a little 
astonishing. There were always many 
priests in tbe crowded audience. Some- 
times I have taken up my position at a 
little distance from a Bible stall, to see to 
what class the purchasers belonged. I 
always observed that they were respectable 
persons, such zs professional men or shop- 
keepers, and occasionally a priest...1 saw 
one buy a Bible (Diodati’s transfatifh,) and 
hide it forthwith under his frock. The 
old laws enabling the Church to call in 
the aid of the civil power to punish refrac- 
tory priests are still in force, and will re- 
main so until the meeting of .the national 
Parliament, when I hope they will be re- 
pealed. Meantime, I am told there are one 
hundred priests ready to become Protestants 
when their liberty will be secure! Gavazzi 
told me of two men of high moral standing, 
(one of them a doctor of theology, ) who have 
been excommunicated, and are going. to 
Malta to wait the opening of the Italian 
Mission here, when,-the law being changed, 
they will return to the great work of preach- 
ing salvation full and free in Christ alone 
—through faith alone. The good done 
here will not be so much among the poor, 
wHo are ignorant and superstitious, but 
among the educated, wko see through 


Rome, and yet cannot do without a faith. 


? 


~~ 


February 9, 1861. * 


for the Druses by undue severity, so that 


to fire a few shots by way of recompense — 
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